Gulf Soundings
SUMMER 2020
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GHYC 2020 Board—(Left to Right) Denise Hook, Membership Director; Maria Reza, Secretary; Kris Thompson, Rear Commodore;
P/C Donna Long, Treasurer; Pat Hermann, Fleet Chaplain; Sandra McGowan, Fleet Surgeon.
Back Row—Tom Mitchell, Future Planning Director; Johanna Thirkill, Anchorettes President; P/C Bruce Long, House & Lounge
Director; David Hook, Commodore; Jeff Ruggiero, Vice Commodore; P/C Ed Grillo, Past Commodore Adviser; Riche Cantwell,
Fleet Captain; Ken Skaggs, Director; Ralph Fernandez, Director.

4

GHYC 2020 Bridge & Board
Bridge
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David Hook

Vice Commodore
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Jeff Ruggiero
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Staff Officers & Directors
Secretary
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P/C Advisor
Anchorettes President
Membership Chair
Future Planning
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Director
Director

Maria Reza
P/C Donna Long
Rich Cantwell
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Johanna Thirkill
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Tom Mitchell
P/C Bruce Long
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Scholarship
Claudia Cox
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Rodger Bubb
Dock Master
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Audit
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Barbara Alber
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Gaming
*Pat Hermann-P/C Karen Shea
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P/C Donna Long
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Julie Potter
Sergeant at Arms
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Social
P/C Donna Long
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Webmaster
Kris Thompson**
**-Temporary
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(C)727-858-2483
(W)727-842-1001
419-351-5737
727-637-4053

419-348-3444
407-873-0222
727-424-5111
703-509-1270
904-236-2544
727-741-2577
727-846-3642
407-873-5440
321-276-9682
443-600-9435

727-947-2217
727-457-3693
727-858-2483
419-351-5737
865-548-8633
727-236-8287
727-207-1152
724-977-2597
727-845-3435
407-873-5440
727- 938-8088*
407-873-0222
727-808-0808
727-457-2245
909-430-9743
407-873-0222
727-846-3592
727-741-2577
727-637-4053
989-430-9741
727-637-4053

COMMODORE
DAVID HOOK

We have arrived at the summer issue of the Gulf Harbor Yacht Club
Soundings. This will be the last publication of the soundings until the
September issue. I will continue to keep you updated as we work
towards a resumption of activity at the club.
The board will be meeting on June 8th to further discuss how and when
the club can reopen. We all want the club open, but we want to be
sure we can do it safely. When we do reopen, please continue to
practice proper social distancing. We will try and have hand sanitizer
available through out the club. We may have to do without cloth
tablecloths for a while so that we will have easy to disinfect smooth
surfaces. We, as the yacht club board, know that there will have to be
changes in the way the club operates. Some changes may be
permanent, some may only be temporary. Please bear with us and
know that the safety of the membership and staff is our highest
concern.

As has become customary, we will not be having general membership
meetings in June, July, or August. I will continue to keep the
membership informed of any changes at the club through email
messages.
Please continue to avail yourself of the curbside service the club is
offering, Chef Dave is doing a great job with the take home meals. I
hope you took advantage of your free meal offer! I can’t wait until we
see each other again INSIDE the yacht club.

6

REAR COMMODORE
KRIS THOMPSON

Wow!!! Everyone is starting to look mighty fine - haircuts, hair
colored, clean shaven and manicures. For the first time in a couple
of months we are putting our dress clothes on, makeup, jewelry and
perfume. Feels amazing. Looks like we are in Phase I of our
recovery.
The 2020 Directory was emailed to all members last week. Some of
your Directories were hand delivered to your mailboxes. There will
be a mailing of the remaining ones completed by the time you read
this article. It dawned on us, even though we had the Directories
completed early this year, many of you did not have the
opportunity to pick them up at the club before we closed. That
being said, you did not know what page you were on for your
designated night to pick up the free dinner. Hope you all enjoy your
dinners cooked by our great Chef Dave.
It will not be long for us to see all our friends at the club. The board
is working on the details to make a great re-opening!!!!! See you
soon.

“Come on, come on, turn the radio on
It’s Saturday and It won’t be long
Gotta paint my nails, put my high heels on

It’ Saturday and It won’t be long.”
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FLEET CAPTAIN’S REPORT
RICH CANTWELL
Welcome to summer everyone! I hope all of you are doing well as we
navigate through these uncharted waters. It seems that COVID-19 has put
the kibosh on everything but boating! The boat ramps and waterways have
been incredibly busy with people anxious to get out and enjoy the great
outdoors and take advantage of this amazing part of the Nature Coast. Dora
has also been out on the water every weekend.
Most people are observing the rules and are being very courteous while on
the water. Our boat draws just over 4’ and while running the outside
portion of the north channel we cannot maneuver outside the markers
without the risk of running aground. Returning to port last weekend, as we
crossed inside of markers 9 and 10, we sited a large outbound vessel running
at about 25 to 30 mph. I moved to the extreme right-hand side to the
channel and realized that this skipper was not going to give us any room at
all. Because we were between the westernmost set of markers and had a
favorable tide, we actually had enough water to move outside the channel a
bit as this vessel blasted by with about 10 foot of clearance between us. We
actually felt the spray from it as it passed. As this vessel almost certainly
drew less water than ours, they also had room to give way.
What to do?
Since we cannot control the actions of others, I must look at what I could
have done differently to avoid this potentially dangerous situation and learn
from it. Going forward before I enter the channel, I will take note of the
outbound traffic and if I can delay my entry into the channel for just a few
minutes to let things clear, I will do so. Sounds like a bit much but any time
you can avoid a close quarters situation on the water, you should.
Enjoy your boating activities this summer, be patient with other boaters, and
always give the other vessel some room if you can. Also, watch the weather
as we move into the summertime pattern of afternoon thunderstorms.
Please feel free to contact me with any boating related questions or advice! I
can be reached at (727) 424-5111 or cantwell4388@yahoo.com.
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
DENISE HOOK
Hi Everyone!!! I am happy to announce we have two member prospects
to present to the board on June 8. That will bring our total to 190!!
Hopefully, we will be able to open soon so we can meet them.
I would like to thank everyone for the great birthday parade for David.
He was so surprised. We truly have a fun loving, caring group of people
in our club. So please stay well, wash your hands and let’s get back to
what we do best!! HAVE FUN!!!
Please feel free to contact me if you have a friend, neighbor or new
acquaintance that would like information about the club. A One Day
Pass will be available when we reopen.
Be safe my friends and I hope to see everyone real soon�
deniseghyc@gmail.com
727-741-2577

One Day Pass
Call one of the following to receive member privileges
for one (1) day at the Gulf Harbors Yacht Club.
Denise Hook, Membership Chair—727-741-2577
Rear Commodore Kris Thompson—727-637-4053
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FLEET SURGEON
SANDRA MCGOWAN, RN
Hello All,
I Hope you and your families are all staying healthy. One thing I am really
missing is the Social Contact of my friends and family. As the restrictions
start to lighten for us, we all still should try to maintain a safe social
distance. We still need to maintain good hand hygiene and wear a mask if
required or if it makes you feel safer. Things change daily as we learn
more about the Virus. We all should do our part; use common sense and
kindness to respect and help each other as much as possible.
Here are a few ways to cope with Social Isolation:

Keep a Schedule: Even though you may not have a consistent
schedule to follow, it is important to keep a routine. Start each day
with a list of things to do.
Take care of something: During the COVID-19 pandemic, animal
shelters have an increased need for foster parents. “Pet owners
remain engaged socially, have less depression, suffer less
loneliness, feel more secure, have more motivation for the
constructive use of time
Stay connected with loved ones: A simple phone call can ease
feelings of loneliness while you can also utilize other forms of
technology such as social media and video chatting.
Stay informed: Limit your media consumption to some extent to avoid
higher levels of anxiety and depression.
Stay active: activities can reduce depression, fight off inflammation,
increase metabolism, and prevent falls.
Create or build something: activities can reduce depression, fight off
inflammation, increase metabolism, and prevent falls.
Ask for help if you need it: a loved one who is not
immunocompromised can perform some shopping for you and
leave groceries on your doorstep.
I Hope to see you all soon!
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FUTURE PLANNING
TOM MITCHELL

The Future Planning working group has been meeting
regularly via email. The members are Tom Mitchell, Mickey
McCarthy, Miles Lenhart, Karen Shea and Barb Alber. A survey
was been prepared and submitted the members to express
their opinions about a number of areas of Yacht Club
operations. If you have not yet received the survey contact
Barbara Alber at barbalber1@gmail.com or 727-845-3435; or
myself at tmitch69@verizon.net or 727-841-7789.

If you have received the questionnaire but have not yet
responded to it, please take a few minutes now to do so. Your
input will help to inform the YC Board about the desires of the
members.
Stay safe and have a great summer.
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SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR
CLAUDIA COX
This year we will not be able to introduce our scholarship recipients to you in
person, so we would like to give you a short (and incomplete) summary of
the four outstanding students that were selected. As usual, selection is a
daunting task. We had 33 submissions and each of the students were worthy
contenders. Through many hours of reviewing the applications and essays,
each of us found one student that “spoke” to us. May we introduce them:
Jannat Butt-Gulf High School
Jannat attended the International Baccalaureate program and has a weighted
GPA of 3.87. She took 9 honors classes, 6 IB classes and has a combined SAT
score of 1170. She was Vice President of the Nat’l French Honors society for
4 years, the Literary Magazine editor for the Nat’l English Honors Society for
2 years and a member of the Florida Business Leaders of America for 3 years.
She has volunteered 120 hours in different medical facilities. Jannat
described a challenging upbringing; however, she did not let that hinder her.
In fact, she challenged herself continually to be better and took chances that
helped her grow.
Her goal is to become an OB/GYN physician or Pediatrician. She will begin
college at Pasco-Hernando State College and then transfer to USF.
Cody Sterben- Fivay High School

Cody graduated #1 in his class with a weighted GPA of 4.50. He took 7
honors, 7 advanced placement, and 15 dual enrollment classes and has
already earned 39 college credits. He had a combined score of 1290 on his
SAT’s. Over his high school career, he was Student of the Year in physical
education, geometry, geography, microeconomics, algebra, psychology,
history and was Outstanding Senior for Fivay. There are many other awards
to mention, but there is not room. Cody was in cross country and varsity
track and was team captain his senior year. He was a member of numerous
clubs, worked at his school 20 hours a week, was a Patrol Leader in Boy
Scouts and gave 155 hours of community service to numerous organizations.
Cody will be attending Florida State with a major in sports administration and
a secondary in business administration.
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Kayla Cuspilich-Mitchell High School
Kayla has a weighted GPA of 4.0. She took 12 honors classes, 4 AP, 9 dual
enrollment and has 21 college credits already. Her combined SAT score is
1210. She was on varsity track and cross country for 2 years, a member of
Florida Business Leaders of America, the Fellowship of Christian Athletes,
secretary for Interact and a member of Life Teen, a weekly church group.
Kayla participated in the Business Cooperative Education program and
worked 23 hrs/week at a grade school, plus held a job 15 hrs/week. Kayla’s
family cared for over 30 foster children. She states she learned many
lessons about caring for others, forgiveness, loss and dealing with the
difficulties that a family faces when they foster.
Kayla is attending Florida Atlantic University’s School of Nursing and hopes
to become a Neonatal or Labor and Delivery nurse.
Marc Flores-River Ridge High School
Marc graduated #3 in his class with a 4.58 weighted GPA. He took 8 honors
courses, 10 AP, and 2 dual enrollment classes. He has a combined SAT score
of 1320. He is a world Champion in Isshin-Ryu Kata (a form of karate) and
has competed internationally for 4 years now. Marc is class president, and
president of the Nat’l Honor Society. He has been a member of the Nat’l
Technical Honor Society, Robotics Club, Youth Advisory Board as Director of
Communications and Treasurer of Interact. He is a referee at Florida karate
tournaments and works as Sensei at his Karate school. He has volunteered
72 hours with other community organizations. Marc is the child of Filipino
immigrants and has worked hard to make them proud but also to find his
own unique identity.
He will attend the University of Florida with a Biomedical major. He hopes
to be a hospital administrator.

Thank you to all who helped make this possible through your generous
giving!
Your 2020 Scholarship Committee,
Kathy St. Germain, Sara Williamson, Mickey McCarthy, Claudia Cox
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Scholarship
Benefactors
Glenn & Barbara Alber
Gary & Judith Anderson
Eileen Armas
Tom & Joyce Axtell
John & Sharon Berend
Elizabeth Brunner
Rodger Bubb & Sharon Evans
Scott & Nancy Campbell
David & Janey Cooper
Peter & Claudia Cox
Kerry Cushing
Jim Dudley
Ralph Fernandez & Lynn
Randazzo
John Founds
Bob & Sandy Frankel
John & Dottie Grill
Ed & Karen Grillo
Larry & Annie Harris
The Bonnie Hecock Family
Joan Hook
Patty King
The Mary Jo Langie Family
Kurt Lindeman & Judi Pobst
Bruce & Donna Long
Michael & Marie McCarthy
Larry & Valerie Mercantini
Tom & Jody Mitchell

John Montana & Donna
Daniele
Mark & Cathy Morningstar
Jeff & Diane Ochs
Jim Rengepis & Helen Dris
Barbara Roads
Joyce Rueppel
Pierre & Kathie St. Germain
Donna Schoettle
Wayne & Jennifer Selk
Karen Shea
Jim & Jan Shuman
AJ Shuman
Murray & Ginny Siegel
Charles & Patricia Steinbach
Bobbi Tafara
Jerry & Kris Thompson
Joe & Barb Traub
Wayne & Patty Widell
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SOCIAL CO-CHAIRS
DONNA LONG &
JODY MITCHELL

Due to the social distancing mandate currently in
effect, the social events on the calendar remain on
hold. As soon as the social committee receives the
green light, we will hit the ground running to plan
upcoming events and entertainment. So keep your
party attitude ready to go!

In the meantime, now is a great time to start a new
project or work on self-improvement. For example:
The Longs are building a cabin in Northern Georgia
The Mitchells are walking 45-50 miles a week.

Please stay safe and we look forward to
seeing you all soon. Cheers and enjoy
your quarantinis!

Donna Long

Jody Mitchell

407-873-0222

727-841-7789

Donna@DonnaLong.com

Jodymitchll1@verizon.net
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JOHANNA THIRKILL
ANCHORETTES PRESIDENT
johannachina@hotmail.com
It won’t be long until we will make Anchorette memories together.
That being said, I am sure you are all getting creative with your free
time. How many times have you said to yourself “I wish I had more
time to get ……done?” So, when this is over, no one will have any
reason not to jump into all the fun we will have once we are all
together.
In the meantime, here are a few brain teasers to occupy you. To make
this more interesting, the 1st person who gets me the correct answer
for the Sudoku, will get a $20 GHYC gift card. Answer will be published
in the next issue of the Soundings. (September)
7
8
4

8
5

9
5

3

4

6

5

3

1

6

8
6
3

3
2

4
1

1

7

8

5

7

7

8

4

9

6

1

Fit the pieces into the frame to form common words reading across and
down. There is no need to rotate the pieces: they’ll fit as shown.
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S AV E T H E D AT E S
(Events are subject to rescheduling or cancellation due to COVID-19)

JUNE
June 3
June 8
June 10
June 12

Anchorettes Meeting
Board Meeting 7pm
Book Club 11:30 am
TGIF – Social – Regular Menu $5 Cover – Potential Member Jam Session
June 15 General Membership Meeting 7:30PM
June 17 Bingo 7:30PM
June 23 Tuesday Game Night ’Name That Tune’
(Donna Long & Kris Thompson to recruit Chair)

June 28 Private Party, Afternoon
JULY
July 4
July 8
July 13
July 18
July 20
July 17
July 28

4 of July Party (Evening B-B-Q & Fireworks) –
(Jody Mitchell, Lynn Randazzo, Kris Thompson, Nancy Campbell, Donna Long)
Book Club 11:30 am
Board Meeting 7pm
Key West Night – Seafood Buffet (Johanna Thirkill, Denise Hook)
General Membership Meeting 7:30PM
Scallop Season Opening
Tuesday Game Night – Wii Bowling Tourney
th

(Donna Long will do signup sheets, gift cards for prizes)

AUGUST
August 8
August 10
August 13
August 17
August 18
August 23
August 29

Karaoke Night –(Pat Hermann)
Board Meeting 7pm
Book Club 11:30 am
General Membership Meeting 7:30PM
Tuesday Game Night
Gulf Soundings Article Deadline
Innertube Races (Kris Thompson & Jody Mitchell will Recruit Chair)
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S AV E T H E D AT E S
SEPTEMBER
September 1 IOBG Meeting 5PM
September 2 Anchorettes Meeting
September 7 (Labor Day)
September 9 Book Club 11:30 am
September 12 TGIS – Social – BBQ & Country Music
September 14 Board Meeting 7pm
September 16 Bingo 7:30PM
September 21 General Membership Meeting 7:30PM
September 23 Gulf Soundings Article Deadline
September 26 Anchorettes Fall Fundraiser – Murder Mystery
Night – Johanna Thirkill, Kris Thompson)

OCTOBER
October 6 IOBG Meeting 5PM
October 6 Trivia (Karen Shea and Janey Cooper)
October 7 Anchorettes Meeting
October 10 Family Harvest – Family-Style Meals & Music
October 12 Board Meeting 7pm
October 14 Book Club 11:30 am
October 17 Fall Regatta
October 19 General Membership Meeting 7:30PM
October 21 Bingo 7:30PM
October 23 Gulf Soundings Article Deadline
October 31 Halloween Party

PLEASE READ THE WEEKLY
COMMUNICATIONS FOR UPDATES
AND/OR DATE CHANGES. Thank You.
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Gulf Harbors Yacht Club, Inc.
3926 Marine Pkwy.
New Port Richey, FL 34652
(727) 849-4559
Email: GulfHarborsYC@gmail.com
The Gulf Soundings is a monthly publication produced by Gulf
Harbors Yacht Club. We reach approximately 200 members. The
Gulf Soundings is also posted on our website each month and is
available for viewing by everyone, not just our members. Your
company logo, business card or self-designed ad may be placed
in the Gulf Soundings for the annual investment of:
Full Page $175
Half Page $150
Third Page $100
Please email your information to ghycsoundings@gmail.com in
JPEG format. Payment may be mailed to the address listed
above, attention: Kris Thompson Gulf Soundings. Make your
check payable to Gulf Harbors Yacht Club.
Should you have questions, do not hesitate to contact Kris
Thompson. 727-637-4053
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1

Robert Dunn

8

Joseph "Blue" Blais

10

P/C Karen Shea

13

Joe Traub

14

Florise Pfeiffer

15

Kurt Lindeman

18

David Champanois

19

Rodger Bubb

20

Heidi Grabowski

24

James Shuman III

28

Leslie Lewis

30

Willie Wood
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1

Karen Grillo

1

Ginny Duvin

2

Caroline Von Haden

3

Mel Lewis

8

James Thirkill

9

Cindy Watts

14

Jacqueline Hammond

14

Gunter Rinderspacher

16

Dora Cantwell

23

Jeremy George

24

Mike Hopkins

25

Donna Daniele

26

Vivian Montemay

27

Nora George

18

Sherrie Johnston

28

Kathie St.Germain
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Helen Dris Rengepis

23

1

Barbara Alber

3

Shannon McNamara

5

Wayne Selk

6

Sharon Berend

7

Scott Johnson

9

Michael Ywaniw

9

Johanna Thirkill

16

Ginny Siegel

17

Peter Cox

19

Jennifer Selk

19

Valerie Mercantini

21

Rose Nichols

24

Betty Sutherland

27

Denise Hook
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Have any logo or burgee shown above
added to your favorite item for only $12.00

CUSTOM EMBROIDERY
Laszlo & Dora Balla

727-848-3313
Gulfview Square Mall
(Kiosk Near the Food Court)
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Cling Stickers
For Your Auto or Boat!
Only $1 Each

GulfHarborsYC.com

Clings stickers are
available in the lounge
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COVID 19 “DRIVE BY”
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

Look who celebrated
60 Years

Commodore
David Hook
27
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To Ord er :
Call 727-247-9663 between 3:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. with your
order. (No orders will be taken after 5:30 p.m. and menu items are
offered with no substitutions) Credit card information will be taken
at the time of ordering. No cash will be accepted. A 10% service
charge (tip) will be added to all orders along with sales tax. If you
wish to alter the amount of the service charge, please do so when
you place your order. Indicate to the server when you wish to pick
up your order.

T o Pi ck Up:
Times will be available from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Picking Up
Your Order: Call 727-247-9663 and let the server know you are
arriving. Please stay in your car; the server will bring the order to
your car and place it in the trunk or back seat. Your receipt will be
stapled to your order; no signature is required.
For the safety of our members and staff, members will not be permitted in the Club .

29

Catch the Scholarship Spirit !

Annual GHYC Scholarship Benefactors are individuals who
really believe in our Scholarship Fund and want to support it
each year. Annual Endowments run from January - December.



Benefactors make an annual donation of at least $100 and
are listed in each Gulf Soundings edition on a GHYC
Scholarship Benefactors page.
 Benefactors are listed on a nicely framed document
displayed in the lobby of the Club
 This recognition serves as a constant reminder and
“Marketing” tool to recruit additional benefactors and
maintain those we initially obtain.
 GHYC Membership Directories will include a Scholarship
Benefactor identifier to include a notation for the
appropriate number of years.

Donations to the Scholarship Fund are not deductible for
federal income tax purpose and charitable contributions.
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June 17
7:30ish
~ Open to the public ~
Invite your friends and neighbors!

PLEASE READ THE WEEKLY
COMMUNICATIONS FOR UPDATES
AND/OR DATE CHANGES. Thank You.
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WINDOW & ROOF CLEANING
“We Set the Standards!”
STANDARDS
Scott J. Pearce, Owner/Operator
21 Years Military Retired
Commercial & Residential

Soft Wash—Exterior of Home,
Pool Enclosures, Roof Cleaning,
Pressure Washing, Window Cleaning
Licensed & Insured
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
Scott_Pearce@MSWindowCleaning.com
727-992-1554
Boating Safety Classes are available right
next door at the Coast Guard Auxiliary.
Completing one the these classes can reduce
the cost of your boat insurance, keep you
safer, or even save a life! Register online at
the following website: www.BoaterEducation.
Classes are one day and offered the first Saturday of
each month from 9:00am to 4:30pm. Visit the website
for dates. Let’s all boat safely.

Please be mindful of your
speed while coming to and
from the Yacht Club.
Watch for pedestrians of all
types when driving through the
Woodlands neighborhood.
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GHYC ACTIVITIES
Re-occurring events each month:
Open every Wednesday for LUNCH, 12 noon to 2 p.m., server
provided on the 1st & 2nd Wednesdays.
Dinner served from 6 pm (unless otherwise noted) Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday. Lounge opens at 5 p.m.

1st Tuesday — IOBG Meeting 5 p.m.
1st Wednesday—Anchorettes Meeting 1 p.m.
2nd Monday—Board Meeting 7:00p.m.
3rd Monday—General Membership Meeting 7:30pm
3rd Wednesday—Bingo 7:30 p.m.
Every Wednesday — Card Day 1:30pm

The Gulf Soundings is the official publication of the Gulf Harbors
Yacht Club Inc., 3926 Marine Parkway, New Port Richey, FL
34652. The Gulf Soundings is published on the first of each
month. Please observe the 23rd of the month deadline for
inclusion of articles or ads in the upcoming issue. Send articles
to krisathompson3@gmail.com or submit to club office.
Kris Thompson, Editor
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Gulf Harbors Yacht Club, Inc.
3926 Marine Parkway
New Port Richey, FL 34652
(727) 849-4559
www.GulfHarborsYC.com
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