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GHYC 2020 Board—(Le to Right) Denise Hook, Membership Director; Maria Reza, Secretary; Kris Thompson, Rear Commodore;
P/C Donna Long, Treasurer; Pat Hermann, Fleet Chaplain; Sandra McGowan, Fleet Surgeon.
Back Row—Tom Mitchell, Future Planning Director; Johanna Thirkill, Anchore es President; P/C Bruce Long, House & Lounge
Director; David Hook, Commodore; Jeﬀ Ruggiero, Vice Commodore; P/C Ed Grillo, Past Commodore Adviser; Rich Cantwell, Fleet
Captain; Ken Skaggs, Director; Ralph Fernandez, Director.
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COMMODORE
DAVID HOOK

I could never have imagined that my year of being commodore would be
anything like this!
As you are reading this, we will have started our curbside dining service. Chef
Dave and Rodger Bubb put their heads together and came up with a system
that will protect the health of our members and staﬀ while providing the
wonderful meals the membership craves. Please be pa ent while we work
through any issues that may arise. I can assure you that as soon as the
governor gives us the greenlight, we will be reopening the club. I know that
you all are looking forward to seeing all your friends at the club.
We have applied for the “Paycheck Protec on Program” but like a lot of small
business we were not able to get our loan funded in the ini al
funding. However, I just received word that we did get approved for the
second funding. This will really help our bo om line because we are
con nuing to pay the staﬀ their base pay during this period.
Although the staﬀ is con nuing to receive their base wage and a li le from
curbside dining, they are missing out on their usual ps. I have been
contacted by several members who have asked if I would set up a fund so
members could contribute to the staﬀ to make up for the lost ps. If you
would like to contribute to the staﬀ p fund, please send a check made out to
the yacht club and just write “Tip Fund” in the memo of your check. I will see
that the funds are equitably divided among the staﬀ. I am sure they will be
very apprecia ve.
I hope everyone is staying safe and I look forward to seeing all of you soon.
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VICE COMMODORE
JEFF RUGGIERO

Hello Everyone
With a full month of Corona Virus shutdown behind us, many of us are
really star ng to miss the fun, friendship and great food that makes the
Gulf Harbors Yacht Club such a special place. It seems as though the
experts are making great progress toward ﬁguring out the disease and
ﬁnding a vaccine. It is also encouraging to know that be er tests with
shorter turnaround mes have been developed and are being mass
produced and distributed. We are all looking forward to the me we can
reopen and get back to normal.
Un l then, at least we don’t have to go without Chef Dave’s culinary
delights. Everyone should have received an email from Barb Alber
announcing the new curbside takeout service being implemented. Just call
727-247-9663 between 3:30 and 5:30 to place an order that can be picked
up between 6:00 and 7:30 on the nights the club would normally be
open. We don’t even have to get out of our cars! Please see Barb’s email
for all the details.
I hope everyone is staying busy and staying healthy and making the most
of this down me.
Cheers.
Jeﬀ
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REAR COMMODORE
KRIS THOMPSON

We are experiencing unusual mes, however, the Board of Directors is s ll
working on behalf of all the members. We did have our mee ng on April
13th and have great ideas for our club when we reopen.
We will keep you updated as we get closer to “business as usual.” We are
anxious to see everyone soon.
In the mean me, I thought it appropriate to have some laughs and to keep
smiling. Hope you enjoy the following.
A li le boy sat on the toilet,
He was in there way too long.
His mom came in to check on him.
She thought something was wrong.
He’d sit and sigh, sit and sigh,
Then he’d slap the top of his head.
“Why do you do that?” his mother asked.
“Works for ketchup” he said.
By: Joanna Fuchs
“It’s not whether you get knocked down: it’s whether you get up”.
~Vince Lombardi
“Although the world is full of suﬀering, it is also full of the overcoming of it.”
~Helen Keller
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FLEET CAPTAIN’S REPORT
RICH CANTWELL

To all of my self-isola on shipmates, welcome to May!
doing well and staying safe.

I hope you are all

Each evening a er work, Dora and I go down to the GHYC dock to check on all
the boats and then relax for a while on our sailboat. We have no ced a great
increase in traﬃc on our channel. It seems that everyone has ﬁgured out that
boa ng is an ac vity where you can prac ce social distancing and enjoy a
great outlet from being cooped up at home. With this increase in ac vity, the
boat ramps and channels have been remarkably busy, especially on
weekends. It can be challenging returning to our slips as we typically want to
slow down before we make the turn in, especially in a sailboat.
Other boaters may try to pass you before you ini ate your turn into the slip
which could cause a collision. Dora and I ran into this situa on while
approaching our slip. The boat a emp ng to overtake us had music blas ng
and could not hear us. Two short blasts from my horn (indica ng that I am
turning to port), made our inten ons clear and they yielded allowing us to
turn into our slip. In an overtaking situa on, the vessel in front is the stand-on
vessel and the vessel a emp ng to overtake or pass from behind is the giveway vessel.
The give-way vessel is required to keep out of the way of the vessel being
overtaken. Not everyone is aware of the rules or the meaning of horn signals.
If the vessel a emp ng to overtake us did not yield, I would have aborted my
docking a empt and avoided a poten al collision. Remember, you never want
to be “dead right.”
Be careful out there on the water with this added traﬃc and keep your horn
handy. Please feel free to contact me with any boa ng related ques ons or
advice! I can be reached at (727) 424-5111 or cantwell4388@yahoo.com.
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FLEET SURGEON
SANDRA MCGOWAN
Reprinted from April edi on of the Soundings.
Most frequently asked ques ons regarding COVID 19:
How can I protect myself?
 Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
 Stay home if sick.
 Cover your cough or sneeze with a ssue, then throw the ssue in the trash.
 Wash your hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If
no soap is available use an alcohol based hand sani zer with at least 60%
alcohol.
 Follow CDC guidelines for wearing a facemask.
What are the symptoms of COVID 19? Reported illnesses have ranged from mild
symptoms to sever illness. Symptoms may appear 2- 14 days a er exposure:
 Fever
 Cough
 Shortness of Breath
Where can I get tested and Can I get tested? There is a tes ng site set up at
BayCare Urgent Care in New Port Richey.
4821 US Hwy 19, NPR, FL 34652
There are tests available but you must meet certain criteria at this point due to
limited supplies and you should be:
 Referred by your doctor (you can not get tested at your doctors oﬃce at this
me).
 Have current symptoms of cough, fever, and shortness of breath.
 They will also ask a series of ques ons and if you meet the criteria
recommended by the CDC you may be able to get tested.
Things are changing daily and the best thing to do if you are not feeling well is to
contact your Doctor or go to the Urgent Care Center or ER.
Please feel free to call me or email me with any ques ons and I will try to help
you. If you are aware of any situa ons or people in need of necessi es, let's all
come together to support each other and our community in this me of crisis.
I pray you all stay healthy and look forward to seeing you all again in the near
future.
Sandra McGowan, RN, Fleet Surgeon 727-457-369
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FUTURE PLANNING
TOM MITCHELL
The Future Planning working group has been mee ng regularly via email.
The members are Tom Mitchell, Mickey McCarthy, Miles Lenhart, Karen
Shea and Barb Alber. A survey has been prepared to allow the members to
express their opinions about a number of areas of Yacht Club opera ons.
The survey was reviewed and approved by the Board of Directors at the April
telephonic mee ng. It was also decided to hold oﬀ on submi ng the survey
to the membership un l the current Covid-19 crisis’s eﬀect on Yacht Club
opera ons is able to be be er determined.
BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR THE SURVEY IN A MONTH OR SO!

Tom Mitchell
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
DENISE HOOK

Hi Everyone!!! I do not have any new members for you this month,
but I am sure that will change as soon as we are able to be up and
running again.
We are extremely fortunate to live in paradise to go through this
pandemic. So, enjoy your boats, pools and loved ones. We will all be
together very soon. Hopefully, we can get to our hairdressers
before that happens, LOL.
So please, feel free to contact me if you have a friend, neighbor or
new acquaintance that would like informa on about the club. A
One Day Pass will be available when we reopen.
Be safe my friends and I hope to see everyone real soon.
Denise Hook, Membership Chair
deniseghyc@gmail.com
727-741-2577

One Day Pass
Call one of the following to receive member privileges
for one (1) day at the Gulf Harbors Yacht Club.
Denise Hook, Membership Chair—727-741-2577
Rear Commodore Kris Thompson—727-637-4053
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JOHANNA THIRKILL
ANCHORETTES PRESIDENT

April has come and gone. With May here, I am hoping that we will be able
to get together and start having fun together again. I had hoped we would
have had some exci ng news to share about how much fun we had this
month, instead, I am wishing everyone good mental health, physical
health, and happiness. Hopefully, you all are staying busy as best you can
and that you are staying in touch with your family and friends. As things
are con nuing to move in a posi ve manner, hopefully the club will be
able to open, and we can a empt to get back to our normal life. I know so
many of you are ge ng quite red of being home. You probably have
cleaned and cleaned some more. Keep smiling and this will pass.
Soon we will be able to have our monthly mee ng with lunch and sharing
how we survived this me.
In the mean me, here is a Sudoku puzzle for enjoyment.
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Use deduc ve logic to complete the grid so that each row, each column,
and each 3 by 3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 in some order. The
solu on is unique.

(Answer key on page 27)
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SOCIAL CO-CHAIRS
DONNA LONG &
JODY MITCHELL
Latest, old news… due to the social distancing mandate currently in eﬀect, there
are no scheduled social events in May. However, that does not mean that we
can’t stay in touch with our GHYC friends through Facebook, tex ng, emails and
the “old fashioned” telephone conversa on. Stay in touch and con nue sharing
upli ing humor. Here is our contribu on for May:

Stay safe and keep smiling!
Jody Mitchell
Donna Long
727-846-3592
407-873-0222
Jodymitchell1@verizon.net Donna@DonnaLong.com
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SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR
CLAUDIA COX

This year is star ng oﬀ looking quite diﬀerent and, unfortunately, so is
the celebra on for those students who receive scholarships. Because of
the Covid-19 virus, schools have been closed and students will not ﬁnish
out the senior year with their friends, have a gradua on or a
scholarship night at their school. In the past years, we always sent
someone to introduce our yacht club and present a cer ﬁcate to the
student in front of their whole school. The counselors have informed us
that this year each high school will prepare a virtual evening to
celebrate their seniors’ accomplishments and scholarships earned. They
will create a video that simulates, as well as they can, the scholarship
night evening. Our commi ee members have been asked if we would
like to make a video presenta on to the scholarship winners and have it
included in their scholarship night video.
As of this point, we have received all the applica ons, they have been
distributed, and we are reviewing them to pick our top four choices. As
usual, we have an outstanding group of students to choose from.
Hopefully, the next me we communicate, we will be able to inform
you of our choices and share a li le bit about each selec on. As you
know, we believe the scholarship banquet is something very special, not
just to the students but to all our club members. So, it is with sadness
and a feeling of loss that we enter this

me without being able to

celebrate, in person, the students, and their achievements.
Rest assured we will pick four spectacular students and we will share
about them with you in the next Soundings. As always, we are very
thankful for all our donors and benefactors. Your gi s oﬀer a bright
light for the students in a very diﬃcult me.
Your 2020 Scholarship Commi ee
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We Love our Scholarship Benefactors

Glenn & Barbara Alber
Gary & Judith Anderson
Eileen Armas
Tom & Joyce Axtell
John & Sharon Berend
Elizabeth Brunner
Rodger Bubb & Sharon Evans
Sco & Nancy Campbell
David & Janey Cooper
Peter & Claudia Cox
Kerry Cushing
Jim Dudley
Ralph Fernandez & Lynn
Randazzo
John Founds
Bob & Sandy Frankel
John & Do e Grill
Ed & Karen Grillo
Larry & Annie Harris
The Bonnie Hecock Family
David & Denise Hook
Joan Hook
Pa y King
The Mary Jo Langie Family
Kurt Lindeman & Judi Pobst
Bruce & Donna Long
Michael & Marie McCarthy

Larry & Valerie Mercan ni
Tom & Jody Mitchell
John Montana & Donna
Daniele
Mark & Cathy Morningstar
Jeﬀ & Diane Ochs
Jim Rengepis & Helen Dris
Barbara Roads
Joyce Rueppel
Pierre & Kathie St. Germain
Donna Schoe le
Wayne & Jennifer Selk
Karen Shea
Jim & Jan Shuman
AJ Shuman
Murray & Ginny Siegel
Charles & Patricia Steinbach
Bobbi Tafara
Jerry & Kris Thompson
Joe & Barb Traub
Wayne & Pa y Widell
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Dinner served Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and
Saturday from 6 pm unless otherwise noted;
Lounge opens at 5 pm

Sun

3

10

17

Mon

4

May 2020
Tue

5
IOBG Mee ng
5:00 pm
(Cancelled)

6
Anchore es Mee ng

11

12

13

Board Mee ng
7:00 pm

Tuesday Game Night
Charades
(Cancelled)

Book Club
11:30 am
(Cancelled)

18

19

20

General Membership
Mee ng
7:30 pm
(Cancelled)

24

Wed

25
Memorial Day

Events are subject to rescheduling or
cancella on due to COVID-19

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

21

22

23
Gulf Soundings
Ar cles Due for
Summer Issue
June, July & August

28

29

30
60’s & 70’s
Sitcom Party
(Pending re-opening)

(Cancelled)

Bingo
7:30 ~ish
~ pm
(Cancelled)

26

27

31

18

19

S AV E T H E D AT E S
(Events are subject to rescheduling or cancella on due to COVID-19)

MAY
May 2

Ducky Derby (Donna Long, Nancy Campbell, Karen Shea, Janey Cooper)
(Postponed)
May 5 IOBG Mee ng 5PM – (Cancelled)
May6 Anchore es Mee ng (Cancelled)
May 11 Board Mee ng 7pm
May 12 Tuesday Game Night – Charades – (Postponed)
(Claudia Cox & Kris Thompson)

May 13
May 13
May 20
May 18
May 23

Book Club 11:30 am (Cancelled)
Scholarship Dinner (Cancelled)
Bingo 7:30PM (Cancelled)
General Membership Mee ng 7:30PM (Cancelled)
Gulf Soundings Ar cle Deadline –
Summer issue for June, July and August
May 25 (Memorial Day)
May 27 Anchore es Annual Fashion Show (Judi Pobst) (Postponed)
May 30 60’s and 70s, Sitcom Party – (Pending re-opening)
(Denise Hook, Lynn Randazzo, Johanna Thirkill, Donna Long)

JUNE
June 3
June 8
June 10
June 12

Anchore es Mee ng
Board Mee ng 7pm
Book Club 11:30 am
TGIF – Social – Regular Menu $5 Cover – Poten al Member Jam Session
June 15 General Membership Mee ng 7:30PM
June 17 Bingo 7:30PM
June 23 Tuesday Game Night – Name That Tune?? –
(Donna Long & Kris Thompson to recruit Chair)

June 28 Private Party A ernoon/Evening Julie
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S AV E T H E D AT E S
(Events are subject to rescheduling or cancella on due to COVID-19)

JULY
July 4
July 8
July 13
July 18
July 20
July 17
July 28

4 of July Party (Evening B-B-Q & Fireworks) –
(Jody Mitchell, Lynn Randazzo, Kris Thompson, Nancy Campbell, Donna Long)
Book Club 11:30 am
Board Mee ng 7pm
Key West Night – Seafood Buﬀet (Johanna Thirkill, Denise Hook)
General Membership Mee ng 7:30PM
Scallop Season Opening
Tuesday Game Night – Wii Bowling Tourney
th

(Donna Long will do signup sheets, gi cards for prizes)

AUGUST
August 8
August 10
August 13
August 17
August 18
August 23
August 29

Karaoke Night –(Pat Hermann)
Board Mee ng 7pm
Book Club 11:30 am
General Membership Mee ng 7:30PM
Tuesday Game Night (Claudia Cox will Recruit Chair)
Gulf Soundings Ar cle Deadline
Innertube Races (Kris Thompson & Jody Mitchell will Recruit Chair)
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APRIL HAPPENINGS
How We Spent Our Covid-19 Days Working At The Club!
Thank you Jerry Thompson and Joe Traub, for con nuing to make our docks
look beau ful! Thank you Sco Campbell for installing some new chair railings
in the lounge!

How We Spent Our Covid-19 Days Having Fun!
Nothing beats social distancing like spending me out on the open waters!
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Gulf Harbors Yacht Club, Inc.
3926 Marine Pkwy.
New Port Richey, FL 34652
(727) 849-4559
Email: GulfHarborsYC@gmail.com
The Gulf Soundings is a monthly publica on produced by Gulf
Harbors Yacht Club. We reach approximately 200 members. The
Gulf Soundings is also posted on our website each month and is
available for viewing by everyone, not just our members. Your
company logo, business card or self-designed ad may be placed
in the Gulf Soundings for the annual investment of:
Full Page $175
Half Page $150
Third Page $100
Please email your informa on to ghycsoundings@gmail.com in
JPEG format. Payment may be mailed to the address listed
above, a en on: Kris Thompson Gulf Soundings. Make your
check payable to Gulf Harbors Yacht Club.
Should you have ques ons, do not hesitate to contact Kris
Thompson. 727-637-4053
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Have any logo or burgee shown above
added to your favorite item for only $12.00

CUSTOM EMBROIDERY
Laszlo & Dora Balla

727-848-3313
Gulfview Square Mall
(Kiosk Near the Food Court)
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Cling S ckers
For Your Auto or Boat!
Only $1 Each

GulfHarborsYC.com
Clings s ckers are
available in the lounge
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GAME NIGHTS

Bingo…..
Hoping to return soon!
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-Paid Adver sementA Note From the Longs
Since very few people have used this monthly
membership adver sing service and it makes a li le
money for the Club, we thought we would send out a
note to all those we miss so much.
First of all, we want to give kudos to our Commodore, Dave Hook, who has
done a fantas c job of naviga ng all he issues associated with the Covid19 “situa on.” Many of you are probably not aware of the hours he has
spent working on, organizing, and direc ng the many facets of managing
the club and taking care of the crew during the past month or so. Thanks
for all you do Dave!!
The 31 card group has done a great job of staying in touch and sharing lots
of humor! That humor has certainly brightened many days for me. Barb
Alber… you are one crazy, very funny, loving friend. Keep the smiles
coming!
There are a number of club members who have been covering for me and
Bruce while we spend some me in North Georgia. We owe them our
thanks and gra tude. They include:


Nancy and Sco Campbell who have been dealing with roofers and air
condi oning folks to ﬁx ceiling leaks. Also, Nancy is always available to
help with any bookkeeping issues when our bookkeeper, Julie, needs
me and I’m not there. Speaking of Julie, she has been a real blessing to
our oﬃce—she is a quick learner and very dedicated to her job.



Ralph Fernandez and Lynn Randazzo who did the bar inventory in our
absence. They also check in to see if there’s anything else they can do
to help.



Jerry Thompson and Joe Traub, who have con nued working on the
ﬂoa ng docks.

We are so fortunate to have such great members and good friends. We
miss you all and look forward to the day when we can once again meet at
the club to party… or just sit and enjoy a conversa on and some spirits.
Stay safe… love to you all,
Bruce Donna
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Do you have something to sell or say?
Place your personal ad here:
Third Page—$10 Month
Half Page—$15 Month
Full Page—$25 Month
Examples:
For Sale—Sail Boat, needs repairs. Accep ng all oﬀers.
888-555-1212 NeedToSell@Broke.com

OR

Happy Anniversary to my wonderful husband Charlie.
May our next 25 years be as fulﬁlling as the ﬁrst 25.
I Love You.
Lucy

Contact: Julie Po er
JulieGHYC@Gmail.com
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IOBG—Members of the Year

The Interna onal Order of the Blue Gavel,
Florida District 8 is pleased to announce
the GHYC 2020 Members of the Year:
Kris and Jerry Thompson

Ken Skaggs

These most deserving members will be formally
recognized at the Member of the Year/Spring Social
event (Date to be determined). Please be ready to mark
your calendar for this event so you will be able to
personally oﬀer your congratula ons and have a “fun”
evening.
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WINDOW & ROOF CLEANING
“We Set the Standards!”
STANDARDS
Sco J. Pearce, Owner/Operator
21 Years Military Re red
Commercial & Residen al

So Wash—Exterior of Home,
Pool Enclosures, Roof Cleaning,
Pressure Washing, Window Cleaning
Licensed & Insured
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
Sco _Pearce@MSWindowCleaning.com
727-992-1554
Boa ng Safety Classes are available right
next door at the Coast Guard Auxiliary.
Comple ng one the these classes can reduce
the cost of your boat insurance, keep you
safer, or even save a life! Register online at
the following website: www.BoaterEduca on.
Classes are one day and oﬀered the ﬁrst Saturday of
each month from 9:00am to 4:30pm. Visit the website
for dates. Let’s all boat safely.

Please be mindful of your
speed while coming to and
from the Yacht Club.
Watch for pedestrians of all
types when driving through the
Woodlands neighborhood.
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GHYC ACTIVITIES
Re-occurring events each month
(Once reopening a er Covid-19):
Open every Wednesday for LUNCH, 12 noon to 2 p.m., server
provided on the 1st & 2nd Wednesdays.
Dinner served from 6 pm (unless otherwise noted) Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday. Lounge opens at 5 p.m.
1st Tuesday — IOBG Mee ng 5 p.m.
1st Wednesday—Anchore es Mee ng 1 p.m.
2nd Monday—Board Mee ng 7:00p.m.
3rd Monday—General Membership Mee ng 7:30pm
3rd Wednesday—Bingo 7:30 p.m.
Every Wednesday — Card Day 1:30pm

The Gulf Soundings is the oﬃcial publica on of the Gulf Harbors
Yacht Club Inc., 3926 Marine Parkway, New Port Richey, FL
34652. The Gulf Soundings is published on the ﬁrst of each
month. Please observe the 23rd of the month deadline for
inclusion of ar cles or ads in the upcoming issue. Send ar cles
to krisathompson3@gmail.com or submit to club oﬃce.
Kris Thompson, Editor
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Gulf Harbors Yacht Club, Inc.
3926 Marine Parkway
New Port Richey, FL 34652
(727) 849-4559
www.GulfHarborsYC.com
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