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GHYC 2020 Board—(Le to Right) Denise Hook, Membership Director; Maria Reza, Secretary; Kris Thompson, Rear Commodore;
P/C Donna Long, Treasurer; Pat Hermann, Fleet Chaplain; Sandra McGowan, Fleet Surgeon.
Back Row—Tom Mitchell, Future Planning Director; Johanna Thirkill, Anchore es President; P/C Bruce Long, House & Lounge
Director; David Hook, Commodore; Jeﬀ Ruggiero, Vice Commodore; P/C Ed Grillo, Past Commodore Adviser; Ken Skaggs,
Director; Ralph Fernandez, Director.
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COMMODORE
DAVID HOOK

I haven’t lost my enthusiasm yet. I s ll think this is going to turn out to be a
great year for the yacht club.
Closing the club, a li le more than a week ago was not an easy decision but
one that had to be made. As I am wri ng this note to you it is diﬃcult to
predict when we will reopen. Originally, I was hoping that a two-week closure
would be suﬃcient, but it seems we get new restric ons every day. It looks
as if we will have to remain closed un l the Governor li s the ban on
restaurant dining. The bridge has discussed the possibility of oﬀering curb
side dining, but it does not seem it would be proﬁtable at this me.
If there is a silver lining in any of this it would have to be the ming of the roof
replacement. The rooﬁng company is doing a great job. The air condi oning
needed to be turned oﬀ in the club for a few days so it’s good that we were
closed anyway. Chef Dave is busy doing some extra deep cleaning in the
kitchen and club. Julie is upda ng ﬁles and ge ng our oﬃce more organized.
Our club will be be er than ever when we reopen.
Hopefully we will be able to reopen soon. It’s too early to know if we will
need to cancel our board or membership mee ngs in April. There is no telling
at this me how long we will have to keep our doors closed, but we don’t
want to cancel anything un l we must. We are going to keep you up to date
with weekly announcements and of course our monthly Soundings. We will
also be doing our best to keep the website updated as well. Stay tuned and
stay safe.
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VICE COMMODORE
JEFF RUGGIERO

I hope you are all safe and comfortable during this trying me. We all miss
the fun, camaraderie, and laughs that accompany the great meals,
cocktails and events at the club. We are monitoring the situa on and look
forward to a me when it is appropriate to reopen.
When we do, it will be interes ng to share stories of how we spent our
me in self-quaran ne. I know a lot of people are catching up on those
things we put oﬀ and never seem to get to. Things like home repair
projects, or maybe pain ng something that has been looking a li le
shabby lately. Maybe going through our closets and ge ng rid of those
old clothes we haven’t worn in years; or cleaning out the garage or shed.
Boat maintenance is another good use of me, and there always seems to
be something that needs repaired or replaced on a boat. With so many of
us having our boats at our houses, this is a great way to get outside in the
sunshine without breaking quaran ne. Detailing the boat or car is another
worthwhile way to spend a day.
Maria and I have stocked up on paint and supplies, and are pu ng the
me to good use, con nuing the remodeling of our home. We are also
glad to have the extra me to spend with our new puppy. She is a handful
and training has been a lot of work; not to men on that this is a HORRIBLE
me for a paper towel shortage.
We also plan to do some kayaking and ﬁshing in the canals behind our
house in the days ahead. These ac vi es will give us a chance to get out in
the fresh air and have some fun, while maintaining our proper social
distancing.
Filling our lives with purposeful tasks will make the days go by much faster,
and will give us a feeling of accomplishment during a diﬃcult me. I hope
we all stay posi ve, stay busy, stay home, and stay safe.
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REAR COMMODORE
KRIS THOMPSON

Hello Comrades. In these trying mes, it is reassuring we have all of Gulf
Harbors Yacht Club Members as friends. We are hoping the closing of the
club will be behind us soon. Social distancing will eventually arrest this
terrible virus.
This is a great me to pick up a book. The following are the reads for the
book club: April – S ll Me by Jojo Moyes; May – The Ta ooist of Auschwitz
by Heather Morris. We also have a member who is on the reading list –
Blue’s Memoirs by Blue Blais. If you are interested, we can get a Face me
arranged to discuss the books. Let us know what you think.
“Some people arrive and make such a beau ful impact on your life, you can
barely remember what life was like without them.” This is how we feel the
moment we join GHYC. Call on the phone, face me, email or text a friend.
We are all here!!!!
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FLEET CAPTAIN’S REPORT
RICH CANTWELL

Ahoy Members! I hope you are all doing well and staying safe while dealing
with the na onal emergency around COVID-19. March and April have and
will be challenging mes for us. Fortunately, Dora and I have been able to get
in some sailing as boa ng can be an ac vity where you can prac ce proper
social distancing.
Last weekend we spent the night on our sailboat behind Anclote Island. In the
past we had diﬃculty ge ng our anchor to hold in the so ﬂats so I replaced
my Bruce/Claw with a plow like Delta and tried it out last weekend with
disappoin ng results. We dragged several mes during the night but only for
short distances before hanging up again. What to do? My anchor is sized
properly for my boat and is the recommended type for the so muddy
bo om in our anchorage. I suppose I could move to a larger anchor size as
that is always a good idea. I had more than enough scope out, so that was not
an issue, but I found that I should have more chain. The recommenda on is
that you have 1 foot of chain for each foot of boat length. The Dora B is 34’
and I only have 16 foot of 5/8th chain. There we go, I am oﬀ to West Marine
(a er the pandemic se les), to buy chain and will let you know how things
work out for us.
Gene and Jaqueline Hammond suggested I download an anchor drag alarm
product on my smartphone. I took their advice and downloaded a product by
Navonics and it did manage to wake me up 3 mes overnight. Also, I
recommend you check out the following link to see what type of anchor set
up is right for your boat. h ps://fortressanchors.com/selec on-guide/
fortress/
Remember to stay healthy during these trying mes, enjoy the water if you
can, and please feel free to contact me with any boa ng related ques ons or
advice! I can be reached at (727) 424-5111 or cantwell4388@yahoo.com.
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FLEET SURGEON
SANDRA MCGOWAN
I would like to go through a few most frequently asked ques ons regarding
COVID 19:
How can I protect myself?
 Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
 Stay home if sick.
 Cover your cough or sneeze with a ssue, then throw the ssue in the trash.
 Wash your hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If
no soap is available use an alcohol based hand sani zer with at least 60%
alcohol.
 Follow CDC guidelines for wearing a facemask.
What are the symptoms of COVID 19? Reported illnesses have ranged from mild
symptoms to sever illness. Symptoms may appear 2- 14 days a er exposure:
 Fever
 Cough
 Shortness of Breath
Where can I get tested and Can I get tested? There is a tes ng site set up at
BayCare Urgent Care in New Port Richey.
4821 US Hwy 19, NPR, FL 34652
There are tests available but you must meet certain criteria at this point due to
limited supplies and you should be:
 Referred by your doctor (you can not get tested at your doctors oﬃce at this
me).
 Have current symptoms of cough, fever, and shortness of breath.
 They will also ask a series of ques ons and if you meet the criteria
recommended by the CDC you may be able to get tested.
Things are changing daily and the best thing to do if you are not feeling well is to
contact your Doctor or go to the Urgent Care Center or ER.
Please feel free to call me or email me with any ques ons and I will try to help
you. If you are aware of any situa ons or people in need of necessi es, let's all
come together to support each other and our community in this me of crisis.
I pray you all stay healthy and look forward to seeing you all again in the near
future.
Sandra McGowan, RN, Fleet Surgeon 727-457-369
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FUTURE PLANNING
TOM MITCHELL
The Future Planning working group met on March 11, 2020. The members
are Tom Mitchell, Mickey McCarthy, Miles Lenhart, Karen Shea and Barb
Alber. We will be looking at all aspects of the future opera on of the GHYC.
Due the current social distancing policy in eﬀect at the Club, we have
temporarily suspended in person mee ngs. We will con nue to collaborate
by email. If any member has anything they would like to suggest we look
into, please let one of us know.

Tom Mitchell
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
DENISE HOOK

Another month and more new members!! I can’t wait for this virus
to pass and get back to normal and show our new members all the
fun that goes on at our club.
So please feel free to contact me if you have a friend, neighbor or
new acquaintance that would like informa on about the club. A
One Day Pass will be available when we reopen.
Be safe my friends and I hope to see everyone real soon.

Denise Hook, Membership Chair
deniseghyc@gmail.com
727-741-2577

One Day Pass
Call one of the following to receive member privileges
for one (1) day at the Gulf Harbors Yacht Club.
Denise Hook, Membership Chair—727-741-2577
Rear Commodore Kris Thompson—727-637-4053
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JOHANNA THIRKILL
ANCHORETTES PRESIDENT

March was not the month we had planned for. With keeping social
distance from others, we at GHYC are also keeping a distance. This is the
me to catch up on the things you have been pu ng oﬀ. Many of us have
those drawers or closets that need to be cleaned out, at least I do. If you
do, this is the me to declu er.
April is the month of our Anchore es Fashion Show. We rescheduled this
for Wednesday, April 29th. We all look forward to ge ng together for this
annual charity event. Our charity this year is an organiza on in New Port
Richey, Connec ons Job Development.

Helping our community is

something we can all take pride in.
Join us for our monthly Anchore es Happy Hour, Wednesday, April 29th.
5:00pm.

Next monthly mee ng, May 6th, lunch at noon and mee ng to follow at
1:00pm.
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SOCIAL CO-CHAIRS
DONNA LONG &
JODY MITCHELL

Thank you, Judi Pobst, for chairing and sponsoring Movie Night on February
29th. Even though the cold weather forced a change of plans from the
lawn to the dining room, the evening was a huge success.
Kudos to Donna Long, event chair, and Mike Hopkins, gameshow host, for a
fun-ﬁlled Friendly Feud compe

on on March 10th. Congratula ons to the

winning team, The Card Sharks!
Due to the social distancing mandate currently in eﬀect, there are no
scheduled social events in April. However, that does not mean that we
can’t stay in touch with our GHYC friends through Facebook, tex ng, emails
and the “old fashioned” telephone conversa on.

Make April CALL A

FRIEND MONTH!
Please stay safe and we look forward to seeing you all soon.

Donna Long

Jody Mitchell

407-873-0222

727-846-3592

Donna@DonnaLong.com

JodyMitchell@verizon.net
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SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR
CLAUDIA COX

Gree ngs from quaran ne! It looks like things will not be running
according to schedule.
The school career counselors were sent all the informa on to give their
students who wish to apply for the scholarship and were told that we
would look at those applica ons by April 4. Unfortunately, school is
closed un l April 15, so we will have to wait and see how this all plays
out.
Whether school resumes or is cancelled un l the end of the school year,
we will contact the career counselors a er that date to proceed as
quickly as possible to obtain the applica ons, evaluate them, and make
our choices. We know that you understand this is a ﬂuid situa on. We
will do our best to keep you informed and hope that we will be able to
celebrate these scholarship recipients as we always have.
Stay tuned,
Your 2020 Scholarship Commi ee
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We Love our Scholarship Benefactors

Glenn & Barbara Alber
Gary & Judith Anderson
Eileen Armas
Tom & Joyce Axtell
John & Sharon Berend
Elizabeth Brunner
Rodger Bubb & Sharon Evans
Sco & Nancy Campbell
David & Janey Cooper
Peter & Claudia Cox
Kerry Cushing
Jim Dudley
Ralph Fernandez & Lynn
Randazzo
John Founds
Bob & Sandy Frankel
John & Do e Grill
Ed & Karen Grillo
Larry & Annie Harris
The Bonnie Hecock Family
David & Denise Hook
Joan Hook
Pa y King
The Mary Jo Langie Family

Kurt Lindeman & Judi Pobst
Bruce & Donna Long
Michael & Marie McCarthy
Larry & Valerie Mercan ni
Tom & Jody Mitchell
John Montana & Donna
Daniele
Mark & Cathy Morningstar
Jeﬀ & Diane Ochs
Jim Rengepis & Helen Dris
Barbara Roads
Joyce Rueppel
Pierre & Kathie St. Germain
Donna Schoe le
Wayne & Jennifer Selk
Karen Shea
Jim & Jan Shuman
AJ Shuman
Murray & Ginny Siegel
Charles & Patricia Steinbach
Bobbi Tafara
Jerry & Kris Thompson
Joe & Barb Traub
Wayne & Pa y Widell
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Dinner served Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and
Saturday from 6 pm unless otherwise noted;
Lounge opens at 5 pm

Sun

Mon

April 2020
Tue

Wed
Lunch served 12 -2 pm
Card Day 1:30PM

1

Events are subject to rescheduling or
cancella on due to COVID-19

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

Anchore es Mee ng

5

12

6

13

7
IOBG Mee ng
5:00 pm
Bingo TBD
7:30ish pm

8
Book Club

14

15

Board Mee ng
7:00 pm

19

20

11:30 am

Bingo TBD
7:30ish
ish pm

21

22

General Membership
Mee ng
7:30 pm

26

27

Gulf Soundings
Ar cles Due

28

29

Private Party

30

Anchore es Annual
Fashion Show

18

19

S AV E T H E D AT E S
(Events are subject to rescheduling or cancella on due to COVID-19)

APRIL
April 1
April 5
April 7
April 7
April 8
April 12
April 13
April 15
April 18
April 20
April 23
April 25

Anchore es Mee ng
Blessing of the Fleet—Cancelled
IOBG Mee ng 5PM
Bingo To Be Determined
Book Club 11:30 am
Easter Brunch—Cancelled
Board Mee ng 7pm
Bingo 7:30PM Bingo To Be Determined
IOBG Member of Year and Spring Social (Postponed)
General Membership Mee ng 7:30PM
Gulf Soundings Ar cle Deadline
Private Party (Wedding) Julie Po er

April 29 Anchore es Annual Fashion Show (Judi Pobst)

MAY
May 2 Ducky Derby (Donna Long, Nancy Campbell, Karen Shea, Janey Cooper)
May 5 IOBG Mee ng 5PM – Cinco de Mayo – Taco Tuesday??
May6 Anchore es Mee ng
May 10 Mother’s Day Brunch
May 11 Board Mee ng 7pm
May 12 Tuesday Game Night – Charades – (Claudia Cox & Kris Thompson)
May 13 Book Club 11:30 am
May 13/15? Scholarship Dinner
May 16 Private Party Wedding Recep on Julie
May 20 Sail Camp Instructors Mee ng 3pm
May 20 Bingo 7:30PM
May 18 General Membership Mee ng 7:30PM
May 23 Gulf Soundings Ar cle Deadline – summer issue for June,
July and August
May 25 (Memorial Day)
May 30 60’s and 70s, Sitcom Party –
(Denise Hook, Lynn Randazzo, Johanna Thirkill, Donna Long)
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S AV E T H E D AT E S
(Events are subject to rescheduling or cancella on due to COVID-19)

JUNE
June 3 Anchore es Mee ng
June 8-12 Sail Camp 10am to pm.
Floa ng docks only open to members 5pm to Midnight

June 8 Board Mee ng 7pm
June 10 Book Club 11:30 am
June 12 TGIF – Social – Regular Menu - $5 Cover
Poten al Member Jam Session
June 15-19 Sail Camp 10am to pm.
Floa ng docks only open to members 5pm to Midnight

June 15 General Membership Mee ng 7:30PM
June 17 Bingo 7:30PM
June 23 Tuesday Game Night – Name That Tune??
(Donna Long & Kris Thompson to recruit Chair)
June 28 Private Party A ernoon/Julie Po er
JULY
July 4
July 8
July 13
July 18
July 20
July 17
July 28

4 of July Party (Evening B-B-Q & Fireworks) –
(Jody Mitchell, Lynn Randazzo, Kris Thompson, Nancy Campbell, Donna Long)
Book Club 11:30 am
Board Mee ng 7pm
Key West Night – Seafood Buﬀet (Johanna Thirkill, Denise Hook)
General Membership Mee ng 7:30PM
Scallop Season Opening
Tuesday Game Night – Wii Bowling Tourney
(Donna Long will do signup sheets, gi cards for prizes)
th
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MARCH HAPPENINGS
Our Dock Repair Volunteers!
Thank you Bruce & Donna Long, Jerry Thompson, Joe Traub, Sco Campbell &
Chef Dave for making the docks look beau ful!

Our House Pain ng & Siding Volunteers!
The crew worked about 5 days, and by special request, they lunched on
famous Coney Island Hot Dogs at “Donna’s Kitchen.”
Thank you Rodger Bubb (pain ng), Bruce Long, Jerry Thompson, Joe Traub &
Sco Campbell (siding).

Will work
for
Hot Dogs
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Gulf Harbors Yacht Club, Inc.
3926 Marine Pkwy.
New Port Richey, FL 34652
(727) 849-4559
Email: GulfHarborsYC@gmail.com
The Gulf Soundings is a monthly publica on produced by Gulf
Harbors Yacht Club. We reach approximately 200 members. The
Gulf Soundings is also posted on our website each month and is
available for viewing by everyone, not just our members. Your
company logo, business card or self-designed ad may be placed
in the Gulf Soundings for the annual investment of:
Full Page $175
Half Page $150
Third Page $100
Please email your informa on to ghycsoundings@gmail.com in
JPEG format. Payment may be mailed to the address listed
above, a en on: Kris Thompson Gulf Soundings. Make your
check payable to Gulf Harbors Yacht Club.
Should you have ques ons, do not hesitate to contact Kris
Thompson. 727-637-4053
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Have any logo or burgee shown above
added to your favorite item for only $12.00

CUSTOM EMBROIDERY
Laszlo & Dora Balla

727-848-3313
Gulfview Square Mall
(Kiosk Near the Food Court)
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Cling S ckers
For Your Auto or Boat!
Only $1 Each

GulfHarborsYC.com

Clings s ckers are
available in the lounge
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April 29, 2020

Fashion Show and Luncheon

28

29

GAME NIGHT

More details to come!
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IOBG—Members of the Year

The Interna onal Order of the Blue Gavel,
Florida District 8 is pleased to announce
the GHYC 2020 Members of the Year:
Kris and Jerry Thompson

Ken Skaggs

These most deserving members will be formally
recognized at the Member of the Year/Spring Social
event (Date to be determined). Please be ready to mark
your calendar for this event so you will be able to
personally oﬀer your congratula ons and have a “fun”
evening.
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April Dates To Be Determined
7:30ish
~ Open to the public ~
Invite your friends and neighbors!
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WINDOW & ROOF CLEANING
“We Set the Standards!”
STANDARDS
Sco J. Pearce, Owner/Operator
21 Years Military Re red
Commercial & Residen al

So Wash—Exterior of Home,
Pool Enclosures, Roof Cleaning,
Pressure Washing, Window Cleaning
Licensed & Insured
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
Sco _Pearce@MSWindowCleaning.com
727-992-1554
Boa ng Safety Classes are available right
next door at the Coast Guard Auxiliary.
Comple ng one the these classes can reduce
the cost of your boat insurance, keep you
safer, or even save a life! Register online at
the following website: www.BoaterEduca on.
Classes are one day and oﬀered the ﬁrst Saturday of
each month from 9:00am to 4:30pm. Visit the website
for dates. Let’s all boat safely.

Please be mindful of your
speed while coming to and
from the Yacht Club.
Watch for pedestrians of all
types when driving through the
Woodlands neighborhood.
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GHYC ACTIVITIES
Re-occurring events each month:
Open every Wednesday for LUNCH, 12 noon to 2 p.m., server
provided on the 1st & 2nd Wednesdays.
Dinner served from 6 pm (unless otherwise noted) Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday. Lounge opens at 5 p.m.

1st Tuesday — IOBG Mee ng 5 p.m.
1st Wednesday—Anchore es Mee ng 1 p.m.
2nd Monday—Board Mee ng 7:00p.m.
3rd Monday—General Membership Mee ng 7:30pm
3rd Wednesday—Bingo 7:30 p.m.
Every Wednesday — Card Day 1:30pm

The Gulf Soundings is the oﬃcial publica on of the Gulf Harbors
Yacht Club Inc., 3926 Marine Parkway, New Port Richey, FL
34652. The Gulf Soundings is published on the ﬁrst of each
month. Please observe the 23rd of the month deadline for
inclusion of ar cles or ads in the upcoming issue. Send ar cles
to krisathompson3@gmail.com or submit to club oﬃce.
Kris Thompson, Editor
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