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COMMODORE
DAVID HOOK

We are looking to have some fun this year! After all, isn’t that what the Yacht
Club is all about? By the time you read this we will be having or just had our
Super Bowl Party. I hope that works out to be a success. We want to plan a
lot of fun activities into the calendar. We will always keep the music and
dancing, but sometimes it is nice to be able to get to know each other a little
better. A big thank you to Tom and Jody Mitchell for hosting our “Trivia
Night!” Our table had a lot of fun. We will be having other game nights
coming up this year, please continue to monitor the weekly email notices and
watch the bulletin board for upcoming events.
Our membership renewal rate looks great this year, and we have already
signed up 6 new members in January. Soon we will have the new 2020
directories printed and we will send out an email notice when they are
available for pick up at the club.
We will also be printing an updated Gulf Harbors Yacht Club Bylaws booklet
that should be available at about the same time as the directories, look for it
and pick one up.

Tom Mitchell will be asking a few of you to join his Future Planning
Committee. Tom’s goal is to develop a survey for the club membership so
that we can find out what kinds of events or meals you would like to see at
the club. Also, we would like to know what your priorities are for the club.
This is your club, please let us know how you would like to enjoy your club.
Participation is fun!
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VICE COMMODORE
JEFF RUGGIERO

An unusually cold winter and small craft advisories have teamed up to
curtail a lot of boating activities in the recent several weeks. However, a
few intrepid anglers have braved the weather and told stories of some
huge redfish being caught around oyster beds and rock points near the
Gulf Harbors channels. I think some of them are even true!
I want to remind everyone that our three main inshore species, Snook,
Redfish and Spotted Seatrout, are catch and release only until May 31,
2020 due to the prolonged red tides in Southwest Florida the past two
years. While these red tides have subsided, the FWC has determined that
these important species needed additional time to recover. The catch and
release measures are in effect from the Pasco/Hernando county line down
to Gordon Pass in Collier County.
There are also new rule changes and management zones for Spotted
Seatrout that went into effect February 1st. Details are available at
myFWC.com/marine, by clicking on “Recreational Regulations” And
“Spotted Seatrout.”
Those of you who attended our General Membership meeting on January
20 know that the club is on solid financial footing. This is due to the hard
work and dedication of our committee chairs and many volunteers.
Recent events have been well attended and some new events promise to
keep this momentum going.
“Trivia night” on January 21st, hosted by Tom and Jody Mitchell, was a
blast! We learned a lot of interesting facts and had a lot of fun laughing at
some of our wrong answers.
In addition to our normal third Wednesday bingo night on February 19 th,
we will be having another bingo night on Tuesday, February 4 th. These
events are open to the public, so let’s all come out, bring some friends,
and introduce them to the friendliest club around.
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REAR COMMODORE
KRIS THOMPSON

It’s February!!!!! We are off to a running start. We have an amazing new
board! It is going to be a great year. One of our key goals is to bring in new
members and keep our current members excited and happy. If you should
have any suggestions to enhance our club, let us know.

We are super fortunate to have Denise Hook as our Membership Director this
year. Denise will need our help to bring in your friends and neighbors to
show them what a great club we have. The Valentines Party on February
14th will be an opportunity to show us off. This event is for everyone not just
couples. We will have great entertainment, great food and fun people.

“Even though you’re growing up, you should never stop having fun.”
-Nina Dobrev
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FLEET CAPTAIN’S REPORT
RICH CANTWELL
Ahoy Members! Welcome to February 2020! Time for maintenance and
brightwork on your boat! Dora and I are privileged to own a 34’ Catalina.
When we purchased her 2 years ago, I decided to name her …. Wait for it….
The “Dora B”. There was no objection to that decision. The Dora B is a 1988
beauty that was completely re-done by her previous owner. We are very
proud of her and want to keep her ship shape, so we are running her down to
Tarpon Springs for service. She will be hauled for a bottom job and
maintenance which is what I want to discuss.
Saltwater is very corrosive and attacks everything. All boats have critical
systems that are exposed to this persistent threat. Electrical and cooling
systems are also critical and I recently had an issue with both. While sailing
on a beautiful Sunday afternoon I looked down into the cabin and to my
horror I saw water sloshing around. I checked the bilge pump and was able
to manipulate the float switch and it kicked on. The next question was …
where was the water coming in? I started checking the through hull fittings
and I found that the engine raw water intake was leaking above the valve at
the sea strainer connection. It was a small persistent leak and over time
without assistance from the bilge pump the Dora B could, well let’s just say
she would have a serious mold problem. Shutting the engine intake valve off
while docked stopped the leak and I immediately replaced the bilge pump and
float switch. The 34 Catalina is outfitted with only one bilge pump at the base
of the mast. I will add a backup.
So, this chilly February take advantage of any down time and go through all of
your electrical connections and through hull fittings. Test and lubricate
everything and have your engine serviced. Check all your safety equipment,
lights, life jackets, horn, and make sure your fire extinguisher and flairs are up
to date.
Have a great February and I look forward to seeing you out on the water! If
you have any questions or want to discuss any maintenance issues, I can be
reached at (727) 424-5111 or cantwell4388@yahoo.com.
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
DENISE HOOK

I’m glad to report we are off to a good start for 2020!! So far, we
have welcomed 6 new members. I would like to thank everyone for
making them feel welcome and a part of the GHYC family. I am
going to do my best to help our family grow.
So please feel free to contact me if you have a friend, neighbor or
new acquaintance that would like to see the club. A One Day Pass is
available for them to enjoy.
Denise Hook, Membership Chair
deniseghyc@gmail.com
727-741-2577

One Day Pass
Call one of the following to receive member privileges
for one (1) day at the Gulf Harbors Yacht Club.
Denise Hook, Membership Chair—727-741-2577
Rear Commodore Kris Thompson—727-637-4053
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JOHANNA THIRKILL
ANCHORETTES PRESIDENT
We have gotten off to a great start in 2020. Many people started the New
Year here at GHYC.
The Anchorettes wanted to acknowledge Donna Daniele and John
Montana for all they have given to our club. The parties have been
enjoyed by so many of us. It was so rewarding to be able to surprise
Donna and John which we couldn’t have done without the help of friends.
Thank-you again Donna and John for all the many fun events you put on.
It’s that time of year for the Anchorettes to be planning our annual fashion
show. Our theme is “Dress like Dodie- Confessions of a Fashionista.” The
organization we are making a donation to is “Connection Job
Development Corp.” It is a local Pasco County organization in New Port
Richey. Keep an eye out for tickets when they go on sale. The fashion
show will be Wednesday, March 25th.
Our next Anchorettes meeting will be Wednesday, February 5 th at 1pm
with lunch served at noon. If you aren’t able to join us for our monthly
meeting, join us at our monthly Happy Hour, Wednesday, February 26 th, at
5pm.
We look forward to seeing you soon.
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Thank You Donna & John!
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GHYC New Year’s Eve
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2020 Change of Watch
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2020 Commodore’s Ball
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FLEET SURGEON—SANDRA MC GOWAN
I would like to thank you for allowing me to serve as Fleet Surgeon for
2020. This is a new role for me and I am also new to the club, so I am
just getting my feet wet.
My name is Sandra McGowan and I have lived and worked as a Registered
Nurse in Pasco County for over 30 years. I currently work for HCA
corporate as a Post Acute Care Nurse Navigator. Prior to that I worked as
a Hospital Case Manager. These roles have made me familiar with a lot of
community services that are available. I will try to provide you with
information on free events and services in the community.
I left some information on the bar next to the Soundings regarding some
upcoming events. I look forward to meeting everyone and would ask that
you share some insights and topics that interest you.
February is American Heart Month and I look forward to providing some
up to date information on heart disease at our next membership meeting.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. My cell phone
number is 727-457-3693 and email is: sandra.mcgowan65@gmail.com

FUTURE PLANNING—TOM MITCHELL
Future Planning is designed to think about where we would want the
Yacht Club to be in 3-5 years and how we would pay for any additions or
changes.
I am looking for 3-4 people to serve on an ad hoc committee to develop a
short questionnaire to submit to the membership about where they
would like to see the Club in 5 years. We would meet 2-3 times in the
next two months for an hour or so each time. I would like to get the
questionnaire out to the membership sometime in April. Contact me at
tmitch69@verion.net or call me at 841-7789 if you would like to serve.
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SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR

CLAUDIA COX

The year is progressing quickly and that means it won’t be long before
we will be reviewing scholarship applications and making our selections.
We hope to be able to once again provide four students with a
scholarship to the college or school of their choice. This year we plan to
also make the scholarships available to the Wendell Krinn Technical
High School. This is the school that replaced Ridgewood High School
last year. Our goal is to see ALL Pasco students reach their potential
academically!
Won’t you consider being a Benefactor? A Benefactor is someone who
gives $100 or more each year. You will have your name listed in the
Soundings, a graduation cap is placed next to your name in the
Directory and a list of donors is framed at our entrance. Can’t be a
Benefactor this year? No problem, we take donations in any amount. If
you do wish to be a Benefactor, please make your donation soon, as the
team is working on publishing the new Directory.

We sincerely ask you to attend our banquet, as well. This is always a
fantastic evening that will leave you feeling hopeful and proud that you
played a part in the success of our Pasco students.
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We Love our Scholarship Benefactors

Glenn & Barbara Alber
Gary & Judith Anderson
Eileen Armas
Tom & Joyce Axtell
John & Sharon Berend
Elizabeth Brunner
Rodger Bubb & Sharon Evans
Scott & Nancy Campbell
Wayne & Jenny Colbree
David & Janey Cooper
Peter & Claudia Cox
Kerry Cushing
Jim Dudley
Ralph Fernandez & Lynn
Randazzo
Bob & Sandy Frankel
John & Dottie Grill
Ed & Karen Grillo
Larry & Annie Harris
Bonnie Hecock Family
Joan Hook
Patty King
Mary Jo Langie Family
Dick Latour & Ulrike
Weywoda
Kurt Lindeman & Judi Pobst
Bruce & Donna Long

Michael & Marie McCarthy
Larry & Valerie Mercantini
Tom & Jody Mitchell
John Montana & Donna
Daniele
Mark & Cathy Morningstar
Jeff & Diane Ochs
Jim Rengepis & Helen Dris
Barbara Roads
Joyce Rueppel
Pierre & Kathie St. Germain
Donna Schoettle
Wayne & Jennifer Selk
Karen Shea
Jim & Jan Shuman
Murray & Ginny Siegel
Charles & Patricia Steinbach
Bobbi Tafara
Jerry & Kris Thompson
Joe & Barb Traub
Wayne & Patty Widell
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SOCIAL CO-CHAIRS
DONNA LONG &
JODY MITCHELL

Congratulations to Pierre and Kathie St. Germain and Jan and Jim Shuman,
the winners of the Tuesday night Trivia game. The event was well attended
with seven teams. Many other members stayed after dinner to watch the
game. The next Trivia competition will be on Tuesday April 7 th.
The Social Committee has planned the following entertainment events for
February:
•
•

•

February 4- Tuesday night Bingo- Event Chair- Pat Hermann
February 14- (Friday) Valentine’s Party -Event Committee: Nancy
Campbell, Kris Thompson and Donna Schoettle. See flyer on page #20.
This party has been planned for singles and couples. Come celebrate
the love of friends, life and a great time! See you on the dance floor!
February 29-(Saturday) Leap Year Party – Event Chair- Judi Pobst Movie
Night on the Lawn. Join us for an old fashioned movie night! Bring your
lawn chairs and blankets and enjoy a “drive-in” movie experience!
Popcorn will be provided. The movie for the evening, “Leap Year”, a
2010 Irish –American romantic comedy.

Upcoming Events in March: (SAVE THE DATE)
March 10- Tuesday Game Night – Friendly Feud- Event Chair- Donna Long.
March 17- St. Patty’s Day Celebration – Regular Night Menu, Wear your
green and enjoy music by member Wayne Nichols and his group.

20
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February 4th & 19th
7:30ish
~ Open to the public ~
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Fashion Show and Luncheon

23

24
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S AV E T H E D AT E S
FEBRUARY
February 4
February 4
February 5
February 10
February 12
February 14
February 17
February 19
February 23
February 29

IOBG Meeting 5PM
Bingo 7:30ish
Anchorettes Meeting
Board Meeting 7pm
Book Club 11:30 am
Valentine’s Dinner Dance (Friday) (Nancy
Campbell, Kris Thompson, Donna Schoettle)
General Membership Meeting 7:30PM
Bingo 7:30ish
Gulf Soundings Article Deadline
Leap Year Party (Recruiting Chair)

MARCH
March 3
March 4
March 8
March 9
March 10
March 11
March 16
March 17
March 18
March 23
March 25
March 28

IOBG Meeting 5PM
Anchorettes Meeting
(Daylight Savings Begins)
Board Meeting 7pm
Tuesday Game Night – Friendly Feud – (Donna Long)
Book Club 11:30am
General Membership Meeting 7:30PM
St. Patty’s Day Celebration (Regular Night – Wear
Your Green)
Bingo 7:30ish
Gulf Soundings Article Deadline
Anchorettes Annual Fashion Show (Judi Pobst)
Private Party, Wedding, Julie Potter

26

S AV E T H E D AT E S
APRIL
April 1
April 5
April 7
April 7
April 8
April 12
April 13
April 15
April 18
April 20
April 23
April 25
TBD

Anchorettes Meeting
Blessing of the Fleet
IOBG Meeting 5PM
Tuesday Trivia – (Karen Shea & Janey Cooper)
Book Club 11:30 am
Easter Brunch
Board Meeting 7pm
Bingo 7:30ish
Spring Social/MOY - IOBG
General Membership Meeting 7:30PM
Gulf Soundings Article Deadline
Private Party, Wedding Julie Potter
Spring Regatta

MAY
May 2

Ducky Derby (Donna Long, Nancy Campbell, Karen
Shea, Janey Cooper
May 5
IOBG Meeting 5PM – Cinco de Mayo – Taco Tuesday
May6
Anchorettes Meeting
May 10
Mother’s Day Brunch
May 11
Board Meeting 7pm
May 12
Tuesday Game Night – Charades – (Claudia Cox & Kris
Thompson)
May 13
Book Club 11:30 am
May 13/15 Scholarship Dinner (TBD)
May 20
Bingo 7:30ish
May 18
General Membership Meeting 7:30PM
May 25
(Memorial Day)
May 30
60’s—70’s Sitcom Party – (Denise Hook, Lynn
Randazzo, Johanna Thirkill, Donna Long)
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Gulf Harbors Yacht Club, Inc.
3926 Marine Pkwy.
New Port Richey, FL 34652
(727) 849-4559
Email: GulfHarborsYC@gmail.com
The Gulf Soundings is a monthly publication produced by Gulf
Harbors Yacht Club. We reach approximately 200 members. The
Gulf Soundings is also posted on our website each month and is
available for viewing by everyone, not just our members. Your
company logo, business card or self-designed ad may be placed
in the Gulf Soundings for the annual investment of:
Full Page $175
Half Page $150
Third Page $100
Please email your information to ghycsoundings@gmail.com in
JPEG format. Payment may be mailed to the address listed
above, attention: Kris Thompson Gulf Soundings. Make your
check payable to Gulf Harbors Yacht Club.
Should you have questions, do not hesitate to contact Kris
Thompson. 727-637-4053
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Have any logo or burgee added to your
favorite shirt for only $10.00

CUSTOM EMBROIDERY
Laszlo & Dora Ball
Gulfview Square Mall
(Kiosk Near the Food Court) 727-848-3313
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WINDOW & ROOF CLEANING
“We Set the Standards!”
STANDARDS
Scott J. Pearce, Owner/Operator
21 Years Military Retired
Commercial & Residential

Soft Wash—Exterior of Home,
Pool Enclosures, Roof Cleaning,
Pressure Washing, Window Cleaning
Licensed & Insured
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
Scott_Pearce@MSWindowCleaning.com
727-992-1554
Boating Safety Classes are available right
next door at the Coast Guard Auxiliary.
Completing one the these classes can reduce
the cost of your boat insurance, keep you
safer, or even save a life! Register online at
the following website: www.BoaterEducation.
Classes are one day and offered the first Saturday of
each month from 9:00am to 4:30pm. Visit the website
for dates. Let’s all boat safely.

Please be mindful of your
speed while coming to and
from the Yacht Club.
Watch for pedestrians of all
types when driving through the
Woodlands neighborhood.
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GHYC ACTIVITIES
Re-occurring events each month:
Open every Wednesday for LUNCH, 12 noon to 2 p.m., server
provided on the 1st & 2nd Wednesdays.
Dinner served from 6 pm (unless otherwise noted) Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday. Lounge opens at 5 p.m.

1st Tuesday — IOBG Meeting 5 p.m.
1st Wednesday—Anchorettes Meeting 1 p.m.
2nd Monday—Board Meeting 7:00p.m.
3rd Monday—General Membership Meeting 7:30pm
3rd Wednesday—Bingo 7:30 p.m.
Every Wednesday — Card Day 1:30pm

The Gulf Soundings is the official publication of the Gulf Harbors
Yacht Club Inc., 3926 Marine Parkway, New Port Richey, FL
34652. The Gulf Soundings is published on the first of each
month. Please observe the 23rd of the month deadline for
inclusion of articles or ads in the upcoming issue. Send articles
to krisathompson3@gmail.com or submit to club office.
Kris Thompson, Editor
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Gulf Harbors Yacht Club, Inc.
3926 Marine Parkway
New Port Richey, FL 34652
(727) 849-4559
www.GulfHarborsYC.com
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