Gulf Soundings
January 2019

2

GHYC 2019 Bridge & Board
Bridge
Commodore
Vice Commodore
Rear Commodore

Ed Grillo
David Hook
Kris Thompson

703-509-1270
727-858-2483
727-637-4053

Staff Officers & Directors
Secretary
Treasurer
Fleet Captain
P/C Advisor
Anchorettes President
Membership
Future Planning
House
TBD

Karen Grillo
Donna Long
Ken Skaggs
P/C Donna Long
Denise Hook
Esther DiBisceglie
John Montana
P/C Bruce Long
Spencer Ferrey

703-606-0579
407-873-0222
443-600-9435
407-873-0222
727-741-2577
347-297-0781
727-841-1800
407-873-5440
704-408-2777

Appointments and Committees
Fleet Chaplain
Pat Hermann
727-938-8088
Fleet Surgeon
Mike Hopkins
706-847-5700
Galley
Ed Grillo
703-509-1270
By-Law & Rules Chair
David Hook
727-858-2483
Scholarship
Claudia Cox
865-548-8633
Finance/Budget
Rodger Bubb
727-236-8287
Dock Master
Gene Hammond
727-698-2959
Audit
Kathie St. Germain
850-323-0817
Communications
Barbara Alber
727-845-3435
Lounge
P/C Bruce Long
407-873-5440
Gaming
*Pat Hermann/P/C Karen Shea 727- 938-8088*
IOBG President
P/C Bruce Long
407-873-5440
Publicity
Judi Pobst
727-808-0808
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Commodore
ED GRILLO
Happy New Year to all our Members
First, a big "shout out" thank you to Donna Long for a most successful
2018 year as Commodore. Her leadership this past year is evident
everywhere...from a new interior "do over," to numerous new and fun
events...to detailed documentation of what we do and how we do it...to
knowing everyone and making them feel comfortable, and the list goes
on. But, without question, her greatest achievement this past year
revolved around the financial success of the club. She built on Bruce's
previous year of operating "in the black"...and added an even bigger
financial "nest egg.” I have some "big shoes" to fill in this area, but with
your help and support...we can continue with another fun-filled year and
further add to the "financial" success of the club.
I am especially appreciative of David Hook and Kris Thompson for
"stepping up to the plate" as Vice Commodore and Rear Commodore,
respectively. I want you to know that we have been working hard behind
the scenes to prepare for the upcoming year. These two are a real
pleasure to work with and I am so pleased to have them on the "bridge."
Appreciation also goes to returning board members Bruce Long, John
Montana, Ken Skaggs and Karen Grillo, and to new board members
Esther DiBisceglie, Spencer Ferrey and Denise Hook. A complete list of
"who is doing what” is shown on the first two pages of this Soundings.
Simply stated, we could not get all the club work done without the
dedicated efforts of all these talented people. So when you see one of
them, please let them know how appreciative you are for their
volunteering. Also returning this year is Mike Hopkins as Fleet Surgeon,
Pat Hermann as Fleet Chaplain and Tom Axtell as our Sergeant-At-Arms.
Of course, Donna Long will continue to be with us as our Past
Commodore Advisor and has most graciously agreed to serve as this
year’s Treasurer.
By the time you read this, we will have had a great New Year's Eve party
planned and executed by Donna Danielle and her committee...so, 2019 is
here! Let's watch out for each other and have a fun-filled year!
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VICE COMMODORE
DAVID HOOK

Let’s Make 2019 the Best Year For GHYC!
First let me say that I am honored and humbled to be asked to
be the Vice Commodore this year. It is an honor and
responsibility I don’t take lightly. We have had a great couple
of years under the guidance of Bruce and Donna Long. I know
that Commodore Ed Grillo will continue to build on their
success.
I look forward to also working with Kris Thompson as our Rear
Commodore. We will greatly appreciate the guidance of Bruce
Long concerning anything to do with the club house. And I
hope that Rodger Bubb will continue to keep us on the financial
path to continued prosperity.
I have two visions which I would like to see on to fruition this
year. The first is an idea that I have proposed to Commodore
Ed Grillo for a new fund-raising game that will also bring
members to the club for the weekly drawing. Details will be
forthcoming soon. I promise it will be fun. The second vision is
that we increase the number of new members! New
membership is one of the easiest ways to raise money for the
club. More members just gives us more friends to hang out
with at the club. I would like to challenge the members to find
20 new members to recruit this year. Let’s go out and talk up
this great club; it doesn’t have to be the best kept secret in New
Port Richey!
I’m excited, let’s do this!
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REAR COMMODORE
KRIS THOMPSON

Happy New Year!
It is an honor and a pleasure to be serving on a board with so
many fantastic people. Thank you, Claudia Cox, past Rear
Commodore—I hope to do as good a job as you.
Volunteering at the club has given me the opportunity to
meet and become friends with so many great people. I look
forward to developing more friendships this coming year. (As
Donna Long says; “our extended family.”)
With the assistance of the Board and Committee chairs—we
are going to have a fantastic year…
I am excited for 2019, which will be fun and exciting.
See you at the club.
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Fleet Captain’s Report
Ken Skaggs
We're looking to add more yachting activities on the water. If you have an
idea for one please let me know.

A designated area where vessels must be operated at a speed no
greater than that which is necessary to maintain steerage and
headway. The vessel should not produce a wake at this speed.

Areas where vessels must be fully off plane and completely
settled in the water. Any wake created by a vessel in one of these
zones must be minimal (very small). If your vessel is traveling
with the bow even slightly elevated while in one of these zones,
it is not proceeding at "Slow Speed" as required by law. https://
www.boat-ed.com/florida/handbook/page/28/BoatingRegulatory-Zones/
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JOHN BEREND
RETIRING HOUSE DIRECTOR
A look back through the last several years, we review the
improvements made throughout the club. New carpet, fresh
interior paint, a new ceiling throughout, plus new lounge bay
windows. In addition, numerous upgrades were
accomplished on the exterior as well. Many, many “behind
the scenes” repairs were made to keep the club open and
operational.
The improvements, upgrades and repairs would not have
been possible if it had not been for our leadership and
MEMBERSHIP
participation
through
volunteering,
contributing and utilization of the club, thus to make things
enjoyable and better for all.
Also, over the past several years, we have made a
concentrated effort to develop and increase our House
Deferred Maintenance Fund. The ideas of our club leadership
through, Donna, Ed and Bruce, as well as Barb Bailey, The
Anchorettes, plus other volunteer members with their
suggestions, development and the implementation of fund
raising projects helped increase the Fund. There are several
needed improvements that will be utilized by the Fund such
as the roof, HVAC (5 units), dock electrical upgrade, kitchen
units and exterior decorative canvas.
One last thing, the “behind the scenes” work that has been
done to keep our club running has primarily been
accomplished by Bruce Long. MANY thanks go to Bruce for
his willingness, knowledge, efforts and dedication to our club.
This shall be my last communication as Chairman House
Committee. It has been a pleasure to have the opportunity to
work with all of you.
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2018
Parade of Lights
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JODY MITCHELL
RETIRING ANCHORETTES PRESIDENT
Oh, how quickly the 2018 year as President of the Anchorettes
seemed to pass for me. But thinking about all that our auxiliary
accomplished in one year makes me realize we are not just funloving ladies that “do lunch;” but also hardworking, talented
women who want to make our Yacht Club shine! We have donated
thousands of dollars to the GHYC for needed projects. Last year our
organization hosted three fundraisers allowing us to also support
several charities in our community. We donated to Cindy’s Pets,
The Guardian ad Litem Foundation, Toys for Tots and the children
represented by Fostering Hope. I am proud of what we were able
to share and you should be proud, too.
In December, we decorated the club for the holidays, we hosted
The Lighting of the Tree, which was a wonderful evening chaired by
Pat Hermann and a delightful children’s gingerbread Christmas
party, co-chaired by Helen Dris and Karen Shea. Thank you to the
Chairs, committee members and volunteers for making the Holiday
Season so very special!
Thank you to the 2018 Anchorettes Board, Barb Alber, Nancy
Campbell, Janey Cooper and Sharon Evans for making my term
such a smooth and easy transition. It has been a joy to work with
you all. My wish for our in-coming President, Denise Hook, is that
our members will continue to work hard, support her efforts and
offer encouragement to her and the rest of the new 2019 Board;
Nancy Ulrickson, Johanna Thirkill and Judi Pobst. I know that you
will.
Finally, I want to thank our Yacht Club members for supporting the
Anchorettes’ sponsored activities. We have been successful
because of your loyal participation and help.
I wish you all a very Happy and Healthy 2019!
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SOCIAL CHAIR
DONNA DANIELE

We have already booked “Rhythm Express” for our
Valentine’s Day party February 9th!
Looking forward to another great year of fun and parties
at the GHYC. Some different events are in the works, so
stay tuned………….
Hope everyone has a Happy and Healthy New Year!
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SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR
CLAUDIA COX

Last year’s Scholarship Committee, headed up by Rodger
Bubb and Ginny Siegel, sent thank you notes to all of the
folks that have made donations last year and I will continue
to do so as contributions come in this year.
In November, they sent out Thanksgiving cards to remind
our Benefactors that we will be publishing the 2019
Membership Directory soon. As you may know, all
Benefactors receive a “Scholarship Donor” graduation cap
image next to their listing. In addition, we publish a list of all
Benefactors in our monthly Soundings. If you wish to
participate in 2019, please do so before we publish the
Benefactor list and new directory. For those who may not
know what it takes to become a Benefactor… a Benefactor is
a members who donates $100 or more to the Scholarship
fund.
Once again thanks for your support.
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We love our 2018 Scholarship Benefactors
Glenn & Barbara Alber
Gary & Judith Anderson
Eileen Armas
Tom & Joyce Axtell
John & Sharon Berend
Elizabeth Brunner
Rodger Bubb & Sharon Evans
Scott and Nancy Campbell
Wayne & Jenny Colbree
David & Janey Cooper
Peter & Claudia Cox
Kerry Cushing
Bob & Sandy Frankel
Ed & Karen Grillo
Larry & Ann Harris
Joan Hook
Patricia King
Dick Latour & Ulrike Weywoda
Kurt Lindeman & JuDi Pobst
Bruce & Donna Long
Victor and Diana Manocchio
Michael & Marie McCarthy
Tom & Jody Mitchell
John Montana & Donna Daniele
Barbara Roads
Joyce Rueppel
Pierre & Kathie St. Germain
Wayne & Jennifer Selk
Karen Shea & Spencer Ferrey
Murray & Ginny Siegel
Charles & Patricia Steinbach
Dr. Mitchell & Paula Weiner
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SHARON EVANS
RETIRING MEMBERSHIP CHAIR

2018 was a marvelous year! 28 new members were added.
2019 will be even better! Esther DiBisceglie is the new
“membership director” for the club in 2019. Please continue
your support and together we will help the club prosper.
Membership is the key for a prosperous club. If you are tired of
fundraisers; here’s a solution. Introduce the club to a friend, a
new neighbor or mention GHYC at socials you attend. Esther or
one of the membership committee members will be glad to
speak with them and provide all the details. The committee
needs your help in bringing new friends we haven’t met yet,
into the club! Let’s make 2019 the biggest growth year ever !!
Sharon Evans, Retiring Membership Chair

One Day Pass
Call one of the following to receive member privileges for
one (1) day at the Gulf Harbors Yacht Club.
Esther DiBisceglie, Membership Chair—347-297-0781
Rear Commodore Kris Thompson—727-637-4053
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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS AND PRIVILEGES


Meet friends you will have for a lifetime



Deep water boat slips with water and electric



Boating Activities: Blessing of the Fleet, Christmas Boat
Parade, regattas, youth sailing camp, destination outings,
annual poker run



Best waterfront dining in New Port Richey



Delicious food prepared by Chef Dave, the menu changes
weekly



Best lounge on the water with screened lanai



Hours of Operation: dinner served Tuesday, Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday - Burgee Lounge opens at 5:00 p.m.,
dinner service at 6:00 p.m. Lunch on Wednesday from noon
to 2:00 p.m.



No waiting for a table and it’s yours for the evening!



No minimums



Observe wonderful sunsets while enjoying friends and family



Social Events: holiday celebrations, TGIF and TGIS events,
dancing, game nights



Anchorettes – GHYC Auxiliary



Community Service Initiatives



Scholarship Program



Monthly Bingo
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COMMODORE’S BALL
Saturday, January 26, 2018
$40.00 pp (tax and gratuity included)
Cocktails in the Burgee Lounge – 5pm
Plated Entree Choices:
Bacon Wrapped Filet Mignon w/ twice baked potato
and asparagus
Or
Chicken Ala Dest (chicken breast stuffed with prosciutto, spinach and cheese) baked in a mushroom
sherry sauce w/roasted potatoes and asparagus
All meals include:
Lobster Bisque
Hot Spinach Salad w/ Bacon Vinaigrette Dressing
Rolls
Dessert: Chef’s Choice
Entertainment following Dinner Service
Music Provided By: Tom Jones Entertainment

Attire: Formal or Suit & Tie
Tickets will be available from any Past Commodore or see Mary
at the bar
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THANK YOU!!!
On behalf of Toys for Tots, the Marine Corps League, and
Pasco County Sheriffs, thank you for your generosity.
This was a banner year for GHYC, donating 14 bikes, 2
scooters, and 7 full boxes of toys. When arranging pick up
of our donations, I was told they would bring a pickup truck
to get them.
After telling them what we had in donations, they brought a
deuce and a half truck, and we filled it to the brim.
I believe that Norris is in heaven, telling everyone that we’re
his people. Your generosity was overwhelming.
Thank you for again for proving that GHYC has the most
generous people in Pasco County.

Barb Bailey, Toys for Tots Chair
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Wednesday January 16th
6pm Dinner
Game Time 7:30ish
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BURGEE EXCHANGE

Picture of P/C Karen Shea with Commodore Sarah
Ashton of the Charleston Yacht Club, exchanging
Burgees.
It’s easy to do. If you will be traveling and know that
you may visit another yacht club, bring one of our
Burgees with you. Let the other yacht club know
that you want to do an exchange. Take pictures.
Give them ours and bring theirs back to the club for
the Burgee Lounge.
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S A V E THE DATE
JANUARY
January 1
January 5
January 8
January 9
January 9
January 9
January 12
January 14
January 16
January 19
January 21
January 23
January 24
January 26

(New Year’s Day) — Club Closed
Gulf Winds Sailing Club Event
IOBG Meeting — 5pm
Book Club 11:30am
Anchorettes Meeting
MOAA LADIES Lunch
Change of Watch — IOBG—Special
Appreciation Party for Bruce & Donna Long
Board Meeting 7pm
Bingo 7:30pm
Club Closed—Private Party
General Membership Meeting 7:30pm
Soundings Deadline
MOAA Dinner
Commodore’s Ball

FEBRUARY
February 5
February 6
February 9
February 11
February 13
February 13
February 18
February 20
February 22
February 23
February 28

IOBG Meeting 5PM
Anchorettes Meeting- Denise Hook
Valentine’s Dinner Dance – Donna Danielle
Board Meeting 7pm
Book Club 11:30 am
MOAA Ladies Lunch– Jenny Colbree
General Membership Meeting 7:30PM
Bingo 7:30PM
TGIF - Social– Donna Danielle
Soundings Article Deadline- Esther DiBisceglie
Private Party – MOAA– Jenny Colbree
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Come join the fun!
MARCH
March 5
March 6
March 10
March 11
March 13
March 13
March 16
March 18
March 20
March 23
March 27
March 28

IOBG Meeting 5PM
Anchorettes Meeting- Denise Hook
(Daylight Savings Begins)
Board Meeting 7pm
Book Club 11:30am
MOAA Ladies Lunch– Jenny Colbree
St. Patty’s Day Celebration
General Membership Meeting 7:30PM
Bingo 7:30PM
Soundings Article Deadline- Esther DiBisceglie
Anchorettes Annual Fashion Show, Chair
Judi Pobst
Private Party – MOAA– – Jenny Colbree

APRIL
April 2
April 3
April 6
April 10
April 10
April 14
April 15
April 18
April 20
April 21
April 23
April 25

IOBG Meeting 5PM
Anchorettes Meeting - Denise Hook
Board Meeting 7pm
Book Club 11:30 am
MOAA Ladies Lunch– Jenny Colbree
Blessing of the Fleet
General Membership Meeting 7:30PM
Bingo 7:30PM
Spring Regatta
Easter Brunch
Soundings Article Deadline- Esther DiBisceglie
Private Party – MOAA– Jenny Colbree
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JUST FOR FUN
Do you have a joke or a funny cartoon? Want to share it with
your friends at the club? Just send it to me and I will consider
including it in the next issue of the Soundings. Email it to
ghycsoundings@gmail.com. Esther DiBisceglie, Soundings Editor

MY BOAT
WON’T RUN
ON “THANKS.”
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DID YOU KNOW?
The following sayings actually have their roots in nautical
folklore...

Mind your p’s and q’s
When in port, sailors would get credit at the taverns until they
were paid. The barman would keep a record of their drinks on a
chalkboard behind the bar. A mark was made under “p” for pint
or “q” for quart. On payday, a sailor was liable for each mark next
to his name and forced to “mind his p’s and q’s.” Today the term
means to remain well behaved.

Pipe down
This original nautical term was an officer’s whistle sound
denoting the completion of an above-deck work shift and giving
permission to go below. This expression is now used to mean “be
quiet” or “keep quiet.”
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Your feet can’t rest just yet !
February 22 TGIF

Come relax, unwind, mix and mingle.
The food is sure to please
and, don’t forget,
Dance, Dance, Dance!
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Have any logo or burgee added to your
favorite shirt for only $10.00

CUSTOM EMBROIDERY
Laszlo & Dora Ball
Gulfview Square Mall
(Kiosk Near the Food Court)

NAUTICAL NOTE CARDS
Package of 10 cards $5
Poc P/C Karen Shea (LTCSHEAK@GMAIL.COM OR
727-389-0675) OR ANY ANCHORETTE
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Gulf Harbors Yacht Club, Inc.
3926 Marine Pkwy.
New Port Richey, FL 34652
(727) 849-4559
Email: GHYC@GulfHarborsYC.com
The Gulf Soundings is a monthly publication produced by Gulf
Harbors Yacht Club. We reach approximately 200 members. The
Gulf Soundings is also posted on our website each month and is
available for viewing by everyone, not just our members. Your
company logo, business card or self-designed ad may be placed in
the Gulf Soundings for the annual investment of:
Full Page $175
Half Page $150
Third Page $100
Please email your information to ghycsoundings@gmail.com in
JPEG format. Payment may be mailed to the address listed above,
attention: Esther DiBisceglie Gulf Soundings. Make your check
payable to Gulf Harbors Yacht Club.
Should you have questions, don’t hesitate to contact Esther at
347-297-0781
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Leave a Legacy
Leaving a Legacy to GHYC is a way members can leave a
gift to the club in remembrance of good friends and
great times they have enjoyed here.
By honoring your GHYC family with a gift, you will help
ensure the future of the club and keep alive the unique
friendly ambiance that we all now enjoy.
The procedure for gifting is quite simple and the Future
Planning Committee will provide assistance on how to
accomplish this. Some of the ways are:
1. Gifts planned in Wills
2. Gifts made in Honor of a Loved One
3. Gifts in Memory of a Loved One
How will your gift be used by the club? Unless otherwise
directed, the gifts will be used equally by GHYC to
reduce the club Promissory Notes and for funding the
Capital Replacement Reserve.
Gifting to Gulf Harbors Yacht Club may be done at
anytime and all gifts will be recognized and recorded in a
permanently kept GHYC Legacy Register.
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Have something to sell or say place your information here:
Third Page—$10 Month
Half Page—$15 Month
Full Page—$25 Month

Examples:
For Sale - Sail Boat, needs repairs. Accepting offers.
Call 888-555-1212 or email NeedToSell@Broke.com

OR

Happy Anniversary to my wonderful husband. May our
next 25 years be as fulfilling as the first 25. I Love You.
Lucy Smith

Contact Esther DiBisceglie
GHYCSoundings@gmail.com
347-297-0781
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In Need of a Boat Slip?
Gulf Harbors Yacht Club Has Slips Available

We provide secure, deep water access for your boat.
Water, Power, Bathroom Facilities
***

Competitive Prices
***

***

Ideal Location

Just Minutes From the Gulf

***

***

Call:
Gene Hammond

Slips for Rent
Daily/Monthly

727-698-2959

Boating Safety Classes are available right
next door at the Coast Guard Auxiliary.
Completing one the these classes can
reduce the cost of your boat insurance,
keep you safer, or even save a life! Register online at the
following website: www.BoaterEducation.
Classes are one day and offered the first Saturday of
each month from 9:00am to 4:30pm. Visit the website
for dates. Let’s all boat safely.
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Please be mindful of your
speed while coming to and
from the Yacht Club.
Watch for pedestrians of all
types when driving through
the Woodlands neighborhood.
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GHYC ACTIVITIES
Re-occurring events each month:
Open every Wednesday for LUNCH, 12 noon to 2 p.m., server
provided on the 1st & 2nd Wednesdays.
Dinner served from 6 pm (unless otherwise noted) Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday. Lounge opens at 5 p.m.
1st Tuesday — IOBG Meeting 5 p.m.
1st Wednesday—Anchorettes Meeting 1 p.m.
2nd Monday—Board Meeting 7:00p.m.
3rd Monday—General Membership Meeting 7:30pm
3rd Wednesday—Bingo 7:30 p.m.

The Gulf Soundings is the official publication of the Gulf Harbors
Yacht Club Inc., 3926 Marine Parkway, New Port Richey, FL
34652. The Gulf Soundings is published on the first of each
month. Please observe the 23th of the month deadline for
inclusion of articles or ads in the upcoming issue. Send articles
to ghycsoundings@gmail.com or submit to club office.
Esther DiBisceglie, Editor
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Notes

Suggestion Box
If you have suggestions and/or comments, please see
one of your board members; we want to hear from
you. You can also submit your comments via the
Suggestion Box in the Burgee Lounge.
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Gulf Harbors Yacht Club, Inc.
3926 Marine Parkway
New Port Richey, FL 34652
(727) 849-4559
www.GulfHarborsYC.com
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